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Nominee Annotations


Fiction, Grade 6-8

A Matter of Profit by Hilari Bell
Sick of the horrors of conquering beings on other planets, Ahvrem will end his service as a soldier and save his sister from an unhappy marriage if he can discover who is behind a rumored plot to assassinate the Emperor.

Artemis Fowl by Eoin Colfer
When a twelve-year-old evil genius tries to restore his family fortune by capturing a fairy and demanding a ransom in gold, the fairies fight back with magic, technology, and a particularly nasty troll.
The Rag and Bone Shop by Robert Cormier
Trent, an ace interrogator from Vermont, works to procure a confession from an introverted twelve-year-old accused of murdering his seven-year-old friend in Monument, Massachusetts.
Money Hungry by Sharon Flake
All thirteen-year-old Raspberry can think of is making money so that she and her mother never have to worry about living on the streets again.

Witness by Karen Hesse
A twelve-year-old black girl, Leonora, and a six-year-old Jewish girl, Esther, tell the story of their small Vermont town and the Ku Klux Klan in 1924.
Dancing in Cadillac Light by Kimberly Willis Holt
In 1968, eleven-year-old Jaynell’s life in the town of Moon, Texas, is enlivened when her eccentric Grandpap comes to live with her family.
Stormbreaker by Anthony Horowitz
After his guardian uncle is mysteriously murdered, fourteen-year-old Alex is recruited by Britain’s M-16 Intelligence Agency to complete his mission and find his killer.

Soldier Boys by Dean Hughes
The story of two young men, both eager to fight in World War II.  One is a boy from Brigham City, Utah; the other is a German boy who has grown up in the Hitler Youth.  They are very different young men in some ways, but surprisingly alike in others, and fate brings them to the same battle.
Lord of the Nutcracker Men by Iain Lawrence
An English boy during World War I comes to believe that the battles he enacts with his toy soldiers control the war his father is fighting on the front.
Stones of Mourning Creek by Diane Les Becquets
Growing up in rural Alabama during the 1960s, fourteen-year-old Francie uncovers the ugly truth behind her mother’s death.

Scorpio’s Child by Kezi Matthews
When a strangely behaving uncle she has never heard of comes to live in her family’s house in a small Georgia town, fourteen-year-old Afton, grieving over her brother’s death in World War II, tries to unravel the secrets her mother refuses to share with her.
Boy at War by Harry Mazer
A fourteen-year-old boy, newly arrived in 1941 Hawaii, witnesses the attack on Pearl Harbor, including the sinking of his father’s ship, the USS Arizona.
Touching Spirit Bear by Ben Michaelsen
After his anger erupts into violence, Cole, in order to avoid going to prison, agrees to participate in a sentencing alternative based on the Native American Circle Justice, and he is sent to a remote Alaskan Island where an encounter with a huge Spirit Bear changes his life.
The Other Side of Truth by Beverly Naidoo
Smuggled out of Nigeria after their mother’s murder, Sade and her younger brother are abandoned in London when their uncle fails to meet them at the airport and they are fearful of their new surroundings and of what may have happened to their journalist father back in Nigeria.

A Single Shard by Linda Sue Park
A broken piece of pottery sets events in motion as an orphan struggles to pay off his debt to a master potter. (Newbery Medal Winner)
The Amazing Maurice and His Educated Rodents by Terry Pratchett
Take one very clever talking cat, a band of very clever talking rats, and a boy who does what he is told.  Wickedly funny adventures are bound to happen!
Straw into Gold by Gary D. Schmidt
A weaving of the classic tale of Rumpelstiltskin into something fresh, diverse, and lovely.

Edge on the Sword by Rebecca Tingle
In ninth-century Britain, fifteen-year-old Aethelflaed, daughter of King Alfred of West Saxony, finds she must assume new responsibilities much sooner than expected when she is betrothed to Ethelred of Mercia in order to strengthen a strategic alliance against the Danes.
Flipped by Wendelin Van Draanen
In alternating chapters, two teenagers describe how their feelings about themselves, each other, and their families have changed over the years.

True Believer by Virginia Euwer Wolff
Living in the inner city amidst guns and poverty, fifteen-year-old LaVaughn learns from old and new friends, and inspiring mentors, that life is what you make it – an occasion to rise to.

Fiction, Grade 9-12
Sisterhood of the Traveling Pants by Ann Brashares
Four best girlfriends spend the biggest summer of their lives enchanted by a magical pair of pants.
Whale Talk by Chris Crutcher
Intellectually and athletically gifted, TJ, a multiracial, adopted teenager, shuns organized sports and the gung-ho athletes at his high school until he agrees to form a swimming team and recruits some of the school’s less popular students.
Breathing Underwater by Alex Flinn
Sent to counseling for hitting his girlfriend, Caitlin, and ordered to keep a journal, sixteen-year-old Nick recounts his relationship with Caitlin, examines his controlling behavior and hanger, and describes living with his abusive father.
Troy by Adele Geras
Told from the point of view of the women of Troy, portrays the last weeks of the Trojan War, when women are sick of tending the wounded, men are tired of fighting, and bored gods and goddesses find ways to stir things up.
Tender by Valerie Hobbs
After her beloved Gran dies, fifteen-year-old Liv goes to California to live with the father she has never known and must adjust to his gruff ways and his life as an abalone diver, so different from her life in New York City.

Damage by A. M. Jenkins
Seventeen-year-old football hero Austin, trying to understand the inexplicable depression that has drained his interest in life, thinks that he has found relief in a girl who seems very special.

Secret Sacrament by Sherryl Jordan
A disturbing incident when he is only seven years old foreshadows the role Gabriel will play in the relations between his Navorran people and the Shinali, a role which is solidified when he becomes an Elected One and trains to be a Healer.

Spellbound by Janet McDonald
Raven, a teenage mother and high school dropout living in a housing project, decides, with the help and sometime interference of her best friend Aisha, to study for a spelling bee which could lead to a college preparatory program and a four-year scholarship.

Feeling Sorry for Celia by Jaclyn Moriarty
Elizabeth Clarry is the fifteen-year-old heroin of this epistolary novel, which consists of notes left by her mother on the refrigerator, letters from a pen pal a t a school three blocks from hers, and (imaginary) communications from The Association of Teenagers, The Best Friends Club, etc.

A Step from Heaven by An Na
A young Korean girl and her family find it difficult to learn English and adjust to life in America.

Lireal by Garth Nix
When a dangerous necromancer threatens to unleash a long-buried evil, Lirael and Prince Sameth are drawn into a battle to save the Old Kingdom and reveal their true destinies.
Born Blue by Han Nolan
Janie was four years old when she nearly drowned due to her mother’s neglect.  Through an unhappy foster home experience, and years of feeling that she his unwanted, she keeps alive her dream of someday being a famous singer.

Treasure at the Heart of Tanglewood by Meredith Ann Pierce
Hannah, a healer with unusual powers, leaves the wizard she has always served and, along with her animal companions, begins a journey which uncovers the truth about her real nature.

Empress of the World by Sara Ryan
Nicola Lancaster, age 15, spends a summer at a program for gifted youths who live like college students for eight weeks.  During that time, Nic becomes friends with beautiful blonde Battle Hall Davies.  She’s everything that Nic isn’t, but startlingly, the two soon become more than friends.
Rainbow Boys by Alex Sanchez
Three high school seniors, a jock with a girlfriend and an alcoholic father, a closeted gay, and a flamboyant gay rights advocate, struggle with family issues, gay bashers, first sex, and conflicting feelings about each other.

What My Mother Doesn’t Know by Sonia Sones
Sophie, age 14, reveals the joy and surprise of falling in love and the endless struggles with parents in free verse poetry.
The Gospel According to Larry by Janet Tashjian
Seventeen-year-old Josh, a loner-philosopher who wants to make a difference in the world, tries to maintain his secret identity as the author of a web site that is receiving national attention.
Motherland by Vineeta Vijayaraghavan
A lively fifteen-year-old, Maya would rather be with her New York friends, but her mother wants her to embrace her Indian heritage and to appreciate the great love and sacrifice of the relatives who raised her until she was four.

Every Time a Rainbow Dies by Rita Williams-Garcia
After seeing a girl raped and becoming obsessed with her, sixteen-year-old Thulani finds motivation to move beyond his interest in his pigeons and his grief over his mother’s death.
Fighting Ruben Wolfe by Markus Zuzak
Partly because of their family’s poor finances and partly to prove themselves, brothers Ruben and Cameron take jobs as fighters and find themselves reacting very differently in the boxing ring.

Non-Fiction, Grades 6-12
Remember Pearl Harbor by Thomas B. Allen
Compelling narrative laced with first-person accounts from both American and Japanese survivors combines with dramatic archival images and a brief overview to paint a vivid portrait of what it was like to have witnessed, participated in, and lived through the surprise attack on Pearl Harbor that infamous morning of December 7, 1941.
Black Potatoes : The Great Irish Famine, 1845-1850 by Susan Campbell Bartoletti
Through the voices of the Irish people, Bartoletti tells the history of the Great Irish Famine of the late 1840s.
Batman : The Ultimate Guide by Scott Beatty
A DK definitive guide to the legend of Batman from the Batmobile, the Batcave, and Batman’s suit to panoramic views of Gotham City and the Arkham Asylum.

Blink-182 by Blink-182 with Anne Hoppus
Blink-182 : Tales from Beneath Your Mom is chock-full of the outrageous band’s behind-the-scenes antics, juvenile sense of humor, and the never-before-published photos.  Bandmates Mark Hoppus, Tom Delonge, and Travis Barker join Mark’s sister, Anne, in this exciting tell-all book about life on the road and backstage.
Shipwrecked! The True Adventures of a Japanese Boy by Rhoda Blumberg
In 1841, rescued by an American whaler after a terrible shipwreck leaves him and his four companions castaways on a remote island, fourteen-year-old Manjiro learns new laws and customs as he becomes the first Japanese person to set foot in the United States.
Finding Fish by Antwon Fisher
Lowriders by Robert Genat
Five Ways to Know About You by Karen Gravelle
Meltdown : A Race against Nuclear Disaster at Three Mile Island by Wilborn Hampton
This book is a compelling account of the nuclear meltdown on March 28, 1979, at Three Mile Island.  Journalist Wilborn Hampton was ordered to Pennsylvania to cover the unfolding real-life disaster.
Manga Mania by Christopher Hart
A guide that details step-by-step how young and veteran artists alike can draw fantasy robots, diabolical monsters, mythical animals, and the other exciting characters that are part of the dynamic genre of manga comics.

We Were There, Too! by Phillip Hoose
Biographies of dozens of young people who made a mark in American history, including explorers, planters, spies, cowpunchers, sweatshop workers, and civil rights workers.
Twin Tales by Donna M. Jackson
A fascinating look into the history and magic of multiple births.

Chess by Daniel King
If . . . Questions for Teens by Evelyn McFarlane and James Saywell
Man Eating Tigers of Sundarbans by Sy Montgomery
Bad Boy : A Memoir by Walter Dean Myers
Carver : A Life in Poems by Marilyn Nelson
Through 44 poems, told from the point of view of George Washington Carver and the people who knew him, Nelson celebrates his character and accomplishments, including prose summaries of events and archival photographs. 
Sure to Win Science Fair Projects by Joe Rhatiga and Heather Smith
Shakespeare : His Work and His World by Michael Rosen
This sweeping account is a biography, a history, and a retelling of some of Shakespeare’s most famous plays, all in one approachable volume.

To the Top of Everest by Laurie Skreslet and Elizabeth MacLeon
Lifelong climbing enthusiast Skreslet shares his 1982 trek up Everest when he became one of the first Canadians to make it to the top.  Jam-packed with facts and pictures about climbing, equipment, avalanches, and more.
