2007 Garden State Teen Book Awards

Nominee Annotations


Fiction, Grade 6-8

The Fire-Eaters by David Almond
Bobby Brown and his family find hope and love despite the suffering and fear they feel as they cope with his father’s illness and the Cuban Missile Crisis.

The Game of Sunken Places by M. T. Anderson
When best friends Gregory and Brian spend their family vacation with Gregory’s eccentric Uncle Max, they discover a mysterious old board game that quickly ensnares them in a real-life, high-stakes adventure game.

Sign of the Qin by L. G. Bass
Prince Zong joins with two criminals to fight evil in this action-packed epic fantasy.  Inspired by Chinese culture and history, this novel is filled with martial arts, mythic creatures, folklore, and religion.

Millions by Frank Cottrell Boyce
When a big bag of money almost literally lands at Damian’s feet, he and his brother have only seventeen days to spend their loot before the English pounds they found become obsolete.

Al Capone Does My Shirts by Gennifer Choldenko
Moose’s family moves to Alcatraz Island in 1935 so his autistic sister can attend a special school in San Francisco.  He quickly leans that life on prison grounds isn’t quite what he expected.

Bucking the Sarge by Christopher Paul Curtis
Determined to win his school’s science fair, fifteen-year-old Luther T. Farrell develops an amazing project that is sure to earn not only the gold medal, but also the wrath of his slumlord mother.

Bindi Babes by Narinder Dhami
Three sisters, who have their dad wrapped around their fingers, get a dose of reality when their maternal aunt comes from India to help out after their mother’s death.  Comedy ensues as the sisters try one scheme after another to marry her off!

The Oracle Betrayed by Catherine Fisher
Mirany and Seth set out to discover the truth behind their religion in this novel in two voices set in an alternate history that blends Greek and Egyptian cultures.  The teens’ very different perspectives, Mirany as a believer and Seth as a doubter, add tension to the tale.

The Shamer’s Daughter by Lene Kaaberbol
Dina and her mother can look into a person’s eyes and see all of his shameful deeds.  Unwilling to lie when summoned to confirm the guilt of an innocent man accused of murder, Dina’s mother is condemned to death and Dina must rescue her.

Kira-Kira by Cynthia Kadohata
In post-WWII America, a Japanese-American family moves from Iowa to Georgia in search of a better life.  But Katie’s beloved older sister, Lynn, develops lymphoma and Katie and her parents must struggle to find beauty in the world.

Blood Secret by Kathryn Lasky
Jerry Luna hasn’t spoken since her mother disappeared years ago.  When she moves from a group home to her great-great aunt’s house in New Mexico, Jerry is drawn into the time of the Spanish Inquisition and her ancestors’ past.

B for Buster by Iain Lawrence
Sixteen-year-old Kak illegally enlists in the Canadian Air Force in 1943 and experiences the horror of war as he battles his fear of flying in bombing raids over Germany.

Piratica : Being a Daring Tale of a Singular Girl’s Adventure upon the High Seas by Tanith Lee
Artemesia Fitz-Willoughby, AKA Art Blastside, wants to relive the adventures of her mother.  But what if her mother’s “adventures” were those of an actress, not of a seafaring, swashbuckling pirate?  Undaunted, Artemesia sets off for the high seas.

Indigo’s Star by Hilary McKay
Twelve-year-old Indigo returns to school after an illness -- dreading the daily bullying he faces.  Newcomer Tom deflects attention from Indigo and becomes fast friends with Indigo and his sister Rose.  Through reflection and humor, the three friends deal with the daily pressures of life.

Airborn by Kenneth Oppel

Matt, a cabin boy aboard a luxury airship, falls for wealthy Kate and agrees to help her prove her grandfather’s claim that mysterious flying creatures exist in this Edwardian adventure.

Lizzie Bright and the Buckminster Boy by Gary D. Schmidt
No one in town will let Turner Buckminster forget that he is a minister’s son.  Then he meets Lizzie Bright Griffin and enters a whole new world.

The Schwa was Here by Neal Shusterman
Antsy is one of the few people that can see Calvin Schwa.  A failed dare involving Calvin’s invisibility turns Antsy into an indentured dog-walker and Calvin searching for a missing link in his family history.

One of Those Hideous Books Where the Mother Dies by Sonya Sones
Following the death of her mother, Ruby moves to California to live with the most famous movie star in Hollywood -- her father, also known as the man she has never met.

So B. It : A Novel by Sarah Weeks
Heidi and her mentally-challenged mom have managed to get by with the help of their kind-but-agoraphobic neighbor.  But when Heidi finds clues about her identity, she feels compelled to take a cross-country trip to learn more.

Emako Blue by Brenda Woods

Everyone knew that Emako was destined for greatness -- but the novel begins with her funeral.  Four friends who were touched by Emako’s life tell her story.

Fiction, Grade 9-12
The Unthinkable Thoughts of Jacob Green : A Novel by Joshua Braff
Jacob, a boy with an over-active imagination, learns about sex, love, religion, and life.

Splintering by Eireann Corrigan
After suffering a random attack by a crazed drug addict, Paulie’s family is forced to deal wit the emotional scars that remain long after the physical bruises have faded.

The Blue Girl by Charles de Lint
Being blue-skinned doesn’t help brash, street-smart Imogene from being a social outcast, nor does it help her and her friends -- real, dead, and imaginary -- defeat Otherworldly soul-eaters.

Donorboy : A Novel by Brendan Halpin
Rosalind’s two moms have been killed in a tragic accident and now Sean, the sperm-donor dad she’s never met, has decided to take custody.  Both have to adjust to a new and completely unexpected life.

Godless by Pete Hautman
Jason Bock invents his own religion and recruits and unlikely following to worship their new Ten-Legged God, the town’s water tower.  Jason finds that inventing a religion is easier than controlling it.

A Crack in the Line by Michael Lawrence
Alaric enters an alternate reality where his mother is still alive -- and he is a girl named Naia.  Alaric feels envy and confusion as he and Naia try to understand the role of chance in our lives.

The Realm of Possibility by David Levithan
This novel in verse follows a group of students at the same high school whose lives intertwine and ricochet, fascinate and frustrate.

Saving Francesca by Melina Marchetta
As sixteen-year-old Francesca grapples with her first year at a formerly all-boys high school, she wishes she could turn to her mother, who is battling sever depression, for help.

The Year of Secret Assignments by Jaclyn Moriarty
A pen-pal project between rival schools matches best friends Cassie, Lydia, and Emily with three boys: one mostly regular guy, one quirky semi-romantic, and one dangerous.

Private Peaceful by Michael Morpurgo
Fifteen-year-old Thomas Peaceful joins England’s Army with his brother during World War I and witnesses the horrible sentence carried out on soldiers caught in “cowardice or desertion.” 

Luna : A Novel by Julie Anne Peters
Regan struggles to support her brother, Liam, in his decision to go public as a transsexual and to undergo a remarkable transition into his true self, Luna.

Under the Wolf, Under the Dog by Adam Rapp
Sixteen-year-old Steve Nugent’s time in a psychiatric facility dealing with his mother’s death and brother’s suicide is chronicled through journal entries and transcripts.

how i live now by Meg Rosoff
Fifteen-year-old New York native Daisy is stranded in a small village outside London with her cousins after England is invaded by terrorist forces.

Sammy & Juliana in Hollywood by Benjamin Alire Saenz
In the Vietnam War era, bookish Sammy, who wants desperately to attend college and is referred to as “the librarian” by his friends, chronicles life in his New Mexico barrio.

Chanda’s Secrets by Allan Stratton
Sixteen-year-old Chanda faces down shame and stigma to help friends and family dying of AIDS.

Fruits Basket, Vol. 1 by Natsuki Takaya
Homeless yet plucky Tohru discovers that some popular classmates live alone.  When she becomes their much-needed housekeeper, she learns about their very touchy family secret.

Be More Chill by Ned Vizinni
Want to be more popular?  A new computer chip in pill form can help you with that.  But when NJ teen Jeremy Heere takes the pill, he finds that being cool comes at a price.

Double Helix by Nancy Werlin
Eli must face the possibility that his extraordinary intelligence, good looks, and athletic ability may not have been God-given.

So Yesterday : A Novel by Scott Westerfeld
In this mysterious tale, Hunter learns that “cool” is decided by a focus group -- and that being in the focus group can be dangerous.

The Haunting of Alaizabel Cray by Chris Wooding
In this eerie tale, Thaniel and Cathaline try to rid an alternate Victorian London of supernatural creatures dwelling in its dark corners and encounter a beautiful woman in the grips of possession.

Non-Fiction, Grades 6-12
George Washington, Spymaster : How America Outspied the British and Won the Revolutionary War by Thomas B. Allen (Grades 6-9)

Did you know that George Washington was the ringleader of a secret band of spies?  This true account uncovers the little-known and exciting world of espionage during the Revolutionary War.

With Courage and Cloth : Winning the Fight for a Woman’s Right to Vote by Ann Bausum (Grades 7+)

Lavishly illustrated text vividly recounts the story of the women’s suffrage movement in this historical account that focuses on women like Alice Paul who were totally devoted to the cause.

Have Board, Will Travel : The Definitive History of Surf, Skate, and Snow by Jamie Brisick (Grades 10+)

Filled with glossy photos, this book traces the history and development of board sports.

Swimming to Antarctica : Tales of a Long-Distance Swimmer by Lynne Cox (Grades 10+)

Cox’s memoir tells of her career as a long-distance open-water swimmer in some of the coldest and most dangerous waters on Earth.

The Faery Reel : Tales from the Twilight Realm edited by Ellen Datlow and Terri Windling (Grades 9+)

Seventeen stories and three poems by top fantasy authors including Neil Gaiman, Gregory Maguire, and Tanith Lee feature the delicate and terrifying wonder of faeries.

Who Am I Without Him? : Short Stories about Girls and the Boys in Their Lives by Sharon G. Flake (Grades 7+)

A collection of short stories about young love and defining ourselves by how our love interests perceive us.  Just like love, the stories will move you to laughter, as well as tears.

The Voice that Challenged a Nation : Marian Anderson and the Struggle for Equal Rights by Russell Freedman (Grades 4-8)

In 1939, Marian Anderson was denied the right to sing at Constitution Hall in Washington, D.C. because she was black, so she sang from the steps of the Lincoln Memorial for over 75,000 people.  Her talent and courage made her a prominent civil rights activist and a symbol for black artists seeking equality.

Technically, It’s not My Fault : Concrete Poems by John Grandits (Grades 4-8)

Humorous poems express eleven-year-old Robert’s life (tormenting his sister, excuses for not mowing the lawn, etc.) through words, ideas, and layout create pictures and patterns.

Harlem Stomp! : A Cultural History of the Harlem Renaissance by Laban Carrick Hill (Grades 7+)

This beautifully illustrated overview of the Harlem Renaissance highlights the history of the era, as well as the contributions of the many notable writers, poets, artists, and musicians.

The Race to Save the Lord God Bird by Phillip Hoose (Grades 6+)

Over the course of two hundred years, this story follows the saga of the Ivory-billed Woodpecker and the road it traveled to near-extinction.

Shadow Divers : The True Adventure of Two Americans Who Risked Everything to Solve One of the Last Mysteries of World War II by Robert Kurson (Grades 10+)

John Chatterton and Richard Kohler discovered an unrecorded German U-boat wreck off the coast of NJ in 1991.  The journey to uncover the ship’s identity cost three divers their lives.

Swifter, Higher, Stronger : A Photographic History of the Summer Olympics by Sue Macy (Grades 4+)

Photographs and quotations highlight prominent individuals and events that have made the Olympic Games an important part of our social and political history from their revival in 1896 to the present.

A Dream of Freedom : The Civil Rights Movement from 1954 to 1968 by Diane McWhorter (Grades 5-9)

Powerful images and text take readers on a journey that explores the determination, heroism, tragedies, and triumphs of African Americans during the Civil Rights Movement.

The Tarantula Scientist by Sy Montgomery (Grades 5+)

Travel with Sam Marshall to French Guiana, where he continues to research tarantulas.  Filled with facts and myths about tarantulas, this book is not for the squeamish!
Gothic! : Ten Original Dark Tales edited by Deborah Noyes (Grades 9+)

Ten delightfully shivery, supernatural, and surreal short stories by noted authors including M. T. Anderson, Neil Gaiman, Garth Nix, and Vivian Vande Velde.

The Book of Bunny Suicides by Andy Riley (Grades 9+)
Who knew that a copy of Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix could be so deadly?  This satirical book shows the many hilarious ways that cartoon bunnies can say “Goodbye cruel world.”

Promises to Keep : How Jackie Robinson Changed America by Sharon Robinson (Grades 4-7)

Told by the baseball icon’s daughter, this story introduces readers to the first African American in the major leagues through family stories, historical information, and never-before-see photos.

The Burn Journals by Brent Runyon (Grades 8-12)

In this memoir, Runyon focuses on his physical and emotional recovery after intentionally setting himself on fire and suffering burns on 85% of his body.

It’s a Bird by Steven T. Seagle (Grades 10+)

What more is there to write about a perfect guy with superpowers?  Seagle examines Superman as a character and as an idea and reflects on his own life in a graphic format.

The Radioactive Boy Scout : The True Story of a Boy and His Backyard Nuclear Reactor by Ken Silverstein (Grade 10+)

In 1995, science-obsessed David Hahn built a nuclear reactor in his backyard to earn an Eagle Scout badge.  Hahn’s amazing story and the dangerous consequences are revealed in this account.

