2010 Garden State Teen Book Awards

Nominee Annotations

Fiction: Grades 6-8

Home of the Brave.  Katherine Applegate.

Imagine moving to a foreign country where you don’t understand the language, technology, or customs.  After surviving the war in Sudan, where his brother and father were murdered, Kek is rescued and brought to live in Minnesota with his cousin and aunt, where he must adjust to a new life, all while hoping that someone will find his mother alive.  Written as a novel in verse, this is a great read for anyone who has ever felt like an outsider.
Evolution, Me, and Other Freaks of Nature.  Robin Brande.

Mena lost all of her friends when she exposed their attempt to straighten a gay member of their church youth group.  Her new lab partner, Casey, is kind of cute, but how can she explain her strict religious background?  This friendship pulls Mena into the center of a battle between her biology teacher and her old youth group, between ideas of intelligent design and evolution.
The P.L.A.I.N. Janes.  Cecil Castellucci.

A graphic novel set in a suburban high school, where a group of girls all named Jane try to raise the consciousness of the town by leaving random art pieces around labeled P.L.A.I.N. (People Loving Art In Neighborhoods).

This is What I Did.  Ann Dee Ellis.

Zyler and Logan were best friends.  Then something terrible happened to Zyler.  Logan saw everything and did nothing.  Now he has to live with himself.
Touching Snow.  M. Sindy Felin.

Thirteen-year-old Haitian immigrant Karina admits to beating up her older sister, knowing that their violent and abusive stepfather is really to blame.
Uprising.  Margaret Peterson Haddix.

It's 1927 and the working conditions at the Triangle Shirtwaist Factory are almost unbearable.  After nearly starving and freezing during a workforce strike, the workers return to their jobs only to be caught in one of the worst workplace tragedies in New York City history.  Told from the perspective of three factory girls, theirs is a story of strength, persistence, and hope.

Deep and Dark and Dangerous.  Mary Downing Hahn.

Ali should have known better.  Ali insisted on spending the summer in the cottage on the lake, but it rains all the time, the cottage is boring, and Ali and four-year-old Emma are tormented by Sissy, a little girl from nearby who teases Emma and threatens Ali.  And Sissy keeps talking about a girl named Teresa, who drowned in the lake when Ali's mom was little.  Who is Teresa?  Why does Ali's mom refuse to say her name?  Is the summer turning into a nightmare?
Book of a Thousand Days.  Shannon Hale.

Imprisoned in a tower for seven years and slowly starving to death, Lady Saren is kept alive by her maid Dashti, who keeps a record of their confinement in this retelling of Grimm’s Maid Maleen fairytale.
Get Well Soon.  Julie Halpern.

Where’s the best place to find romance and laughter?  For Anna, it’s at the hospital, where she’s being treated for depression.
How Ya Like Me Now.  Brendan Halpin.

Eddie is forced to adapt to life in Boston after his father dies and his mother is sent to rehab.
Skullduggery Pleasant.  Derek Landy.

When twelve-year-old Stephanie inherits a house from her deceased uncle, a horror writer, she finds herself allied with Skulduggery Pleasant, a walking, talking, sarcastic skeleton (who is also a wizard detective, of course), and the two of them must fight against Nefarian Serpine and the Faceless Ones.  Can they save the world?

The Declaration.  Gemma Malley.

Anna was born illegally in a future in which taking two pills a day allows you to live forever.  Anna has accepted her life; she lives by the rules of Grange Hall and tries to be a useful surplus.  But when a mysterious fifteen-year-old boy named Peter arrives, the knowledge he brings will cause Anna to rethink everything.
The Wednesday Wars.  Gary D. Schmidt.

Throughout seventh grade in 1967, Holling Hoodhood experiences a series of mishaps and adventures involving rats, cream puffs, and yellow tights with feathers, in addition to being forced to read Shakespeare after school.
Un Lun Dun.  China Mieville.

An unbelievable adventure where the prophecy is unfulfilled, so the heroine, Zanna, decides to go ahead and make things right.  Giant menacing giraffes, stupid cats, and powerful umbrellas make this tale one to treasure.
The Invention of Hugo Cabret.  Brian Selznick.

Orphan, clock winder, AND petty thief, twelve-year-old Hugo lives in the walls of a busy Paris train station in 1931, where his survival depends on anonymity.  When he meets a girl and her godfather the toymaker, his most precious secrets are put to the test.

Peak.  Roland Smith.
Peak Marcello's dad wants him to be the youngest guy ever to climb Everest – and takes him there to do it!

Emma-Jean Lazarus Fell Out of a Tree.  Lauren Tarshis.

Emma-Jean is a strange girl.  Rather than living the life of a seventh grade girl, she’s been observing it.  When she sees a fellow student crying in the bathroom, she decides to help and there is no returning from the world of messy mixed-up middle school emotions.
The New Policeman.  Kate Thompson.

When J.J.'s mom declares she'd like more time for her birthday, he sets off to get her some.  In his travels he finds a gateway to Tir na n'Og, the world of the fey.  There he finds that there is a time bleed from our world to theirs and it must be fixed or both worlds will perish.
Robot Dreams.  Sara Varon.

Dog assembles Robot and they become fast friends.  However, an unfortunate accident at the beach leaves Robot immobilized and Dog must abandon him.  In the months that follow, both Dog and Robot meet other friends and foes, but they never forget each other.

Feathers.  Jacqueline Woodson.

It’s 1971 and Frannie’s class is reading the Emily Dickinson poem with the lines: Hope is the things with feathers/that perches on your soul.  The words fascinate Frannie, helping her make sense of the good and bad in her life as she deals with class bullies, unlikely friendships, and the Vietnam War.

Fiction: Grades 9-12
The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian.  Sherman Alexie.
Junior decides to change his life by leaving the reservation and attending the rich, white school.  How this affects his life is both overwhelming and inspiring.

Twisted.  Laurie Halse Anderson.

The new muscles that Tyler builds working off his community service hours attract the attention of the school's most popular girl, Bethanny.  But when she throws herself at him during a crazy, alcohol-soaked party, he does the right thing and turns her down.  But when naked pictures of Bethanny turn up on the Internet, the police view Tyler as the prime suspect.

Thirteen Reasons Why.  Jay Asher.
When Clay Jenkins receives a mysterious box in the mail containing seven cassette tapes, he can’t help but be curious enough to listen to them.  In a single night, with the tapes and a map in hand, Clay gradually discovers the thirteen reasons why his classmate and crush, Hannah Baker, killed herself.
A Swift Pure Cry.  Siobhan Dowd.
After a newborn baby is found dead in a cave in a small Irish village, sixteen-year-old Shell is accused of infanticide and a young priest of being the baby’s father.
Before I Die.  Jenny Downham.

What would you do if you knew you only had a few months to live?  Well, Tessa is dying and she has created a list of things she wants to do with her remaining time.  Some are silly, some are reckless, but all help her to feel alive.

Skin Hunger.  Kathleen Duey.

After her father dies, Sadima becomes an assistant to two magicians in a world where magic has been banned.  Years later, Hahp struggles to survive in a wizardry academy under the hands of one of those same magicians.  This story of suspense and magic is told through alternating voices spanning interconnected generations.
The Luxe.  Anna Godbersen.

In 1899 Manhattan, elegant parties, fancy dresses, scandal and intrigue rule the city’s elite social scene.  When young and beautiful Elizabeth Holland – one of the city’s leading socialites – disappears in a tragic accident, people are left questioning . . . Did she really have it all?

Blood Brothers.  S. A. Harazin.

When Clay finds his best friend Joey naked and homicidal he calls 911, but not before Joey attacks him.  In his attempt to defend himself Clay injures Joey and sends him into a coma.  After spending his life in Joey’s shadow, Clay is forced to find the strength to take the lead in his own life and search for the answers that will clear his name and somehow help his friend.  With the entire town watching him, Clay searches for answers and ultimately finds himself.

Your Own Sylvia : A Verse Portrait of Sylvia Plath.  Stephanie Hemphill.
This absorbing and heartbreaking portrait of Sylvia Plath shows the reader all the phases of the poet's life and too-early death, lyrically told through the voices of her mother, husband, roommates, neighbors, and doctors.
Repossessed.  A. M. Jenkins.

When the demon Kiriel takes over Shaun's body he expects a few larks before he's caught.  What he ends up with is a life- and soul-changing journey.
Dramarama.  E. Lockhart.

Sayde and Demi – BFFs yearning to break free from their conservative town at summer drama camp – discover hidden talents and disappointments, bitchiness and genuine friendship.
Boy Toy.  Barry Lyga.

Josh has a lot on his mind as a senior in his last semester of high school: maintaining his stellar batting and grade point averages, that whole "college" thing, and, thanks to some recent developments, facing the realities about what happened five years ago involving his middle school history teacher and a childhood best friend.  He's kept everything inside for so long, letting the guilt consume him, but there's no way to escape what happened anymore.
Wildwood Dancing.  Juliet Marillier.

Jenna and her four sisters have left their shabby Transylvanian castle every full moon to dance the night away in the mysterious Other Kingdom.  As they grow older, however, its unreal beauty becomes fraught with danger. 
Cures for Heartbreak.  Margo Rabb.

Mia's mother is dead.  Everything has changed.  How do you go on after your mother dies?  Is there any cure for that type of heartbreak?
My Swordhand is Singing.  Marcus Sedgwick.

This sinister tale of a woodcutter and his son who fight the legendary undead in seventeenth-century Romania transports the reader to the desolate, wintry birch forest along with young Peter as he slowly uncovers the truth behind the folk tales of nosferatu and learns the real reason why he and his father have been outsiders his whole life.  The story holds love, loss, regret, courage, redemption, and a good lashing of the supernatural.
Unwind.  Neal Shusterman.

Following the Second Civil War, three teens struggle to survive in a world that legally and morally allows parents to make the decision to have their children be “unwound,” dismantled piece-by-piece.
Freak Show.  James St. James.

Billy Bloom knows that he’ll be fabulous as Homecoming Queen.
Death, Jr. : v. 2.  Gary Whitta.

Death Jr. takes an internship at his father's business while his friends head off to a work-labor summer camp.  Through a devious clerical error, Death Jr. jeopardizes his father's company and almost starts something worse than the end of the world: the bureaucalypse.

Story of a Girl.  Sara Zarr.
High school sophomore Deanna can’t live down her reputation as a slut after her father caught her having sex in the back seat of a car with an older guy when she was thirteen.
Memoirs of a Teenage Amnesiac.  Gabrielle Zevin.

Naomi is co-editor of the high school year book with her best friend Will.  After losing a bet, she goes back to the high school to get the new expensive camera that they’ve left behind; when she trips on the steps, she heroically saves the camera, but conks her head and wakes up with amnesia.  Her last memories are from six years ago – when she was twelve – before her parents divorced, before her first boyfriend, before she started to rethink her life and relationship with Will.  Now she's rethinking everything all over again.
Nonfiction: Grades 6-12

Laika.  Nick Abadzis.  (Grades 7+)
A graphic-format biography of plucky Laika, the little Russian stray dog who became the first living creature in space.
Subversive Seamster : Transform Thrift Store Threads into Street Couture.  Melissa Alvarado, Hope Meng, and Melissa Rannels.  (Grades 9+)
With projects like "Launch Yo Poncho" and "Vest-A-Licious," this book gives step-by-step instructions for transforming old clothes into something new and sassy.  Color diagrams and pictures and a glossary of techniques make these thrifty projects accessible to seamsters with a variety of skill levels.
A Long Way Gone : Memoirs of a Boy Soldier.  Ishmael Beah.  (Grades 10+)
A brutally honest and searing memoir of a child's life ravaged by the civil war in Sierra Leone.  After his family is massacred, Ishmael and a few remaining friends must make life-or-death decisions, and he now lives with the consequences of those choices.
Frida : Viva la Vida! Long Live Life!  Carmen T. Bernier-Grand.  (Grades 7+)
A biography in verse of artist Frida Kahlo told alongside Kahlo’s artwork.
Tracking Trash : Flotsam, Jetsam, and the Science of Ocean Motion.  Loree Griffin Burns.  (Grades 6-8)
A fascinating look at the ocean’s motion by scientist Curt Ebbesmeyer as he tracks plastic flotsam, including tub toys, LEGO pieces and Nike sneakers, found in the sea through storm drains and cargo spills.
Breathe : Yoga for Teens.  Mary Kaye Chryssicas.  (Grades 7+)
A great introduction to yoga featuring color photos of teen girls practicing a variety of poses.  The author explains the benefits of yoga in an approachable way.  A 35-minute DVD is included.
The Saga of the Bloody Benders.  Rick Geary.  (Grades 9+)
This addition to the Treasury of Victorian Murder series delves into the minds of the family notoriously known as the Bloody Benders, and with black-and-white graphics explores just a piece of their murderous journey through the wild west in the late 19th Century.
Encyclopedia Horrifica : The Terrifying Truth! About Vampires, Ghosts, Monsters and More.  Joshua Gee.  (Grades 6-9)
From killer sharks to haunted houses, learn the truth behind the legends.
How to Survive a Horror Movie.  Seth Grahame-Smith.  (Grades 9+)
Have no fear!  This hilarious and informative guide will provide you with all the knowledge needed to defeat enraged aliens, maniacal dolls, and masked serial killers in the almost inevitable instance that you become trapped in a horror movie.
Blue Lipstick : Concrete Poems.  John Grandits.  (Grades 6-9)
A series of concrete poems told from the perspective of a ninth grade girl.
Graffiti L. A. : Street and Art.  Steve Grody and Danny Shanahan.  (Grades 10+)
The author has spent his life photographing street art, and he knows where to go to capture graffiti on film before it gets covered up.  This is an in-depth look at graffiti, from tags to major pieces, along with interviews with the writers.  The included CD adds audio interviews and 200 more photos. 
Kittenwar : May the Cutest Kitten Win!  Fraser Lewry and Tom Ryan.  (Grades 8+)
Kittenwar.com has made its way to book form.  Two adorable kittens are pitted against each other in a battle of the cute, and the reader votes for a winner.  Find out your Kittenological Personality, learn how to optimize the cuteness of your kitten, or just look at pictures of cute kittens.
Houdini the Handcuff King.  Jason Lutes.  (Grades 6-9)
Ever wonder how Harry Houdini kept his death-defying feats a secret?  Follow the great escape artist over the course of one day and one amazing stunt to learn a secret or two and understand the keys to his success.
Doing It Right : Making Smart, Safe, and Satisfying Choices about Sex.  Bronwen Pardes.  (Grades 9+)
Find answers to even the most embarrassing questions and information to help you make decisions.  How do I know if I’m ready to have sex?  What does it mean if someone I know is transgender?  How can I protect myself from getting HPV?  Written by an expert sexuality educator. 
Grace After Midnight : A Memoir.  Felicia "Snoop" Pearson and David Ritz.  (Grades 10+)
Life with a loving, secure foster family was not enough to prevent Snoop Pearson from answering the call to a life of drug dealing and violence.  After a stint in juvenile detention, Snoop straightened out her life and eventually became an acclaimed performer on the HBO's series The Wire.

American Shaolin : Flying Kicks, Buddhist Monks, and the Legend of Iron Crotch : An Odyssey in the New China.  Matthew Polly.  (Grades 9+)
Polly’s funny and fascinating account of his quest to transform himself from a 90-pound weakling into a kung fu master by dropping out of Princeton and journeying to China’s legendary Shaolin Temple.
The Long Road Home.  Martha Raddatz.  (Grades 10+)
A journalist follows a group of men serving in Iraq following a particularly bloody battle in Sadr city, telling of the war’s effect on the men and their families at home.
Good Masters! Sweet Ladies! : Voices from a Medieval Village.  Laura Amy Schlitz.  (Grades 6-8)
What was it like to be a beggar in a medieval village?  A shepherdess?  A lord's nephew?  Multiple characters show you what life 750 years ago was really like.
The Arrival.  Shaun Tan.  (Grades 6+)
Tan takes readers on a truly unique immigrant adventure told in wordless graphic novel format through exquisite images that will captivate and enchant.
A Lifetime of Secrets.  Frank Warren.  (Grades 9+)
We all have secrets about ourselves that we wouldn’t want anyone else to know.  Frank Warren and the PostSecret project offer a way to anonymously reveal these secrets on one side of a postcard using words and images.  These postcards have been compiled into an inspiring collection of the funny, the shameful, the thought-provoking, and the heartbreaking.
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