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Nominee Annotations

Fiction: Grades 6-8

Anything But Typical.  Nora Raleigh Baskin
Jason Blake is autistic and feels the most comfortable when he is writing stories and posting them online.  Rebecca posts stories to the same website using the username “phoenixbird.”  Jason wants to meet Rebecca but is afraid that she will not be able to see past his autism.

The Red Blazer Girls: The Ring of Rocamadour.  Michael Beil

Sophie, Margaret and Rebecca, seventh graders at a private school in Manhattan, work to unravel the clues in a mysterious scavenger hunt to find a lost artifact and reunite their elderly friend with her estranged daughter.  Fans of puzzle mysteries like Blue Balliet’s books will find lots of literary and math puzzles to test their sleuthing talents.

All the Broken Pieces.  Ann Burg

When he was ten years old, Matt was given to American soldiers by his Vietnamese mother so he could escape the war destroying his country.  Once in the United States, Matt is adopted by a loving American family, but he continues to carry the heaviness of a past defined by war and a secret shame as he faces discrimination at school and on the baseball team. 

Because I Am Furniture.  Talia Chaltas

Anke’s father cruelly torments her older brother and sister, but treats her as if she were invisible.  Does that mean she is worthless?  And if she develops her own identity, will she be in danger?

A Brief History of Montmaray.  Michelle Cooper

It’s 1936.  Sixteen-year-old Sophie FitzOsborne lives with her family on the small island nation of Montmaray.  She's a princess, yes, but a princess who tends the chickens and helps keep the decaying castle in repair.  Whatever fortune the family had is gone, but the titles remain, the island remains, the pride remains.  How long can a royal family survive, when the money is gone and royals outnumber the commoners?

The Maze Runner.  James Dashner

When Thomas wakes up in the heart of a giant maze, he discovers that he has no memories of his life before the maze -- just like the 60 boys already living there.  Soon, a girl arrives with the news that from this point on no one new will ever arrive, and the boys realize they must defeat some dangerous enemies and find a way out of the maze before it’s too late.

Crossing Stones.  Helen Frost

Growing up together just across Crabapple Creek has been comfortable and easy for the Norman and Jorgenson families -- until World War I begins, and the boys, Ollie Norman and Frank Jorgensen, decide to join up.  Told in alternating character voices using free verse, the characters quickly become your friends.

The Brooklyn Nine: A Novel in Nine Innings.  Alan Gratz

In a collection of short stories, readers follow one family through nine generations, from the 1840s to present day.  Each of the nine characters, both male and female, are connected not only by blood, but also by their love of the game of baseball.  Not necessarily just for baseball lovers, this is a collection of fascinating historical fiction.

My Life in Pink and Green.  Lisa Greenwald
Like many seventh grade girls, Lucy spends her time thinking about friends, boys, and beauty tips, but when she opens a letter stating that the family business is in danger of foreclosure, her world turns upside down.  Lucy is sure that her ideas can save the business, and when the adults don't take her seriously, she decides to take matters into her own hands.

The Summer I Turned Pretty.  Jenny Han

Isabel, “Belly” to all her closest friends and family, spends the fall, winter and spring just waiting for summer to begin.  With summer comes the trip to her mom’s friend Susannah’s beach house and another opportunity to spend time with Susannah’s sons, Jeremiah and Conrad.  What may seem like a fluffy beach read on the surface, The Summer I Turned Pretty delves into tough emotional territory and will leave you wanting more.

The Best Bad Luck I Ever Had.  Kristin Levine

In 1917 Alabama, Dit comes to value smart, fast-talking Emma’s friendship, despite the fact that she’s black and a girl.  When the town’s black barber is condemned to hanging for a shooting in self-defense, Dit and Emma hatch a plot to rescue him.  The well-developed characters will draw readers in and the action will keep them turning pages.

The Rock and the River.  Kekla Magoon

Thirteen-year-old Sam and older brother Stick are the sons of civil rights activist, Roland Childs, who is well-known for his work with Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., but Stick believes more firmly in the Black Panthers’ methods of standing up for themselves.  Sam is caught between loyalty to his brother and respect for his dad, and ultimately he realizes that he must find is own path -- he can’t be both the rock and the river.

Heart of a Shepherd.  Roseanne Parry

Eleven-year-old Ignatius “Brother” Alderman, the youngest of five brothers, is the only son left at home on the family’s Oregon ranch to help his dad, grandparents, and hired-hand Ernesto keep things going.  When his father’s National Guard unit is deployed to Iraq, Brother vows to take care of it all, even as he inwardly questions the assumption that he will grow up to be a rancher.  As his dad’s deployment drags on, Brother is increasingly challenged to keep his promises.

Lockdown: Escape from Furnace.  Alexander Gordon Smith

Alex Sawyer admits he is a thief -- has been for two years, since he was twelve, when he started with taking money from kids on the playground.  But he is NOT a murderer.  He did not kill his best friend, Toby.  But nobody believes him and he gets sent to the worst prison ever imagined: Furnace.  Beneath heaven is hell.  Beneath hell is Furnace.

Flygirl.  Sherri Smith

Ida Mae Jones has always wanted to be a pilot, ever since her father taught her to fly a crop dusting plane.  But in 1940’s Louisiana, she won’t have a chance to fulfill her dream and get a pilot’s license because she is black and because she is a woman.  When she finds out that the Women Air Force Service Pilots (WASPs) are looking for women pilots to aid in the war effort, she manages to join up by faking a license and passing for white.  She finds that life in the WASPs is exciting -- and dangerous.
Heroes of the Valley.  Jonathan Stroud

Halli’s practical joke has backfired and begun a war among the Twelve Houses in the valley.  Now, with the help of Aud, a surprisingly capable girl, Halli must confront ghosts, face down the legendary flesh-eating Trows and find the truth behind the legends of his ancestors.  Packed with humor and adventure, this is epic fantasy as its best.
Tales from Outer Suburbia.  Shaun Tan

A water buffalo in a vacant lot; a man made of sticks; a journey to the end of a map; a foreign exchange student who fits in a teacup.  Explore these and eleven more short stories about magic and fantasy in the unlikeliest of places (the suburbs), told with words and exquisitely dreamlike illustrations.
Leviathan.  Scott Westerfeld

Archduke Ferdinand was assassinated, thus beginning World War I; but this is not the history you know.  In this story there are genetically engineered creatures of the Darwinists on one side and the machine-driven technology of the Clankers on the other.  Caught in the struggle between these two warring sides is Ferdinand's son Prince Aleksandar, who is on the run from his potential assassins, and Deryn Sharp, a young airman trainee who just happens to be a girl.

The Chosen One.  Carol Lynch Williams
Sometimes being chosen is the last thing you want.  That's the case for thirteen-year-old Kyra, member of a polygamist community, who is chosen by her sixty-year-old uncle to be his newest bride.

Malice.  Chris Wooding

Malice is the name of the comic that all the kids are talking about.  It features a scary world that can't possibly be real, and Luke knows this is all fiction . . . until his friend disappears after calling on Tall Jake to take him away.  Now Luke must try and rescue him before it's too late.
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Fiction: Grades 9-12
Wintergirls.  Laurie Halse Anderson

What do you think of when you think of winter?  Cold?  Isolation?  Hardness?  Control?  Lia and her best friend Cassie considered themselves to be Wintergirls -- hard-minded, in complete control of their bodies, starving themselves to be thin.  But they forgot about the joys of winter and they've forgotten the strength it requires to climb through the snow.  Now Cassie is dead and Lia is struggling with her anorexia alone, unsure if she will make it to the spring or become a Wintergirl forever.  

Tales of the Madman Underground.  John Barnes

“The Madmen Underground” is what the kids in therapy at school call themselves, trying to make their forced association less of a stigma.  This year Karl is determined to be normal and not be part of the "madmen."  Can Karl truly abandon his friends in order to pursue his dream of normalcy?  And what is normal anyway?

Rosie and Skate.  Beth Ann Bauman

Rosie, 15, and Skate, 16, are left alone in a falling-down Victorian at the Jersey Shore while their dad, a drunk, serves time for shoplifting.  Cousin Angie moves in to help out.  Rosie, the shyer of the two, goes to meetings and hopes that this time her father stays sober.  Skate, more cynical, moves in with her boyfriend’s mother while he’s away at college.  Together and apart, they try to figure out their lives.

Going Bovine.  Libba Bray

Cameron Smith, 16, is just another slacker at his Texas high school.  Then he gets diagnosed with Creutzfeldt–Jakob disease (better known as mad cow disease) and ends up on a road trip to Disney World with a dwarf, a yard gnome, and an angel.  Douglas Adams meets Monty Python in this laugh-a-minute book that will make you rethink living and dying.

Hate List.  Jennifer Brown

Valerie's boyfriend commits a school shooting and kills several people from the "hate list" they compiled together.  Now she must cope with guilt and grief as she tries to convince her community, and herself, that she never intended the list to result in violence.

Fire.  Kristin Cashore

In the fantastical world of the Dells there dwell monsters of lustrous skin with the ability to enchant humans.  Fire is the last remaining human monster, a young woman of unsurpassed beauty with the ability to read minds and influence thoughts.  When Fire is summoned to the palace to aid the king, she must face the horrible legacy her father has left her, avoid a king who falls in love with her, and an angry prince whose mind is impregnable.

We Were Here.  Matt de la Pena

Miguel Casteñeda, 16, sentenced to a year in a California group home for an undisclosed crime, writes in his journal of his struggle to survive after he and two other teens escape and are on the run to Mexico.

After.  Amy Efaw

Straight-A student and star athlete Devon is in complete denial that she is pregnant.  After she gives birth (alone and at home), she throws the baby away in a dumpster near her apartment building.  When the baby is discovered, Devon is accused of attempted murder and placed in a juvenile detention center to await her sentence.  Devon is a sympathetic character and her story is heartwrenching.
If I Stay.  Gayle Forman
Mia lies in a coma after a horrific car accident that killed her family.  Through flashbacks and memories, Mia’s heartwarming story of friends and family unfolds.  Readers will be on the edge of their seats wondering if Mia will stay in this world, or join the rest of her family in theirs.
Soul Enchilada.  David Macinnis Gill

Eunice "Bug" Smoot is struggling to make ends meet, delivering pizza to pay her rent and bills.  Her grandfather died, leaving her nothing except a 1958 Cadillac Biarritz.  Turns out, he also left Bug a heap of trouble.  Her grandfather didn’t just sell his soul to buy his car; he sold her soul too, and a demon has come to collect. 

Into the Wild Nerd Yonder.  Julie Halpern

For as long as she can remember, Jess has been best friends with Bizza and Char, and they have always done everything together.  Lately Jess has been finding that they have less in common, and she realizes that their friendship has come to an end when Bizza and Char turn into punk posers, complete with shaven hair and punk attire from the local mall.  When Jess decides to find new friends to hang out with, she becomes involved with a group of D&D players and LARPers, including the nerdy but adorable Henry.  Will Jess be able to come to terms with her new identity as a nerd?

The Reformed Vampire Support Group.  Catherine Jinks

Nina Harris is 15 years old and has been for the last 50 years.  For Nina, life as a vampire isn’t quite as glamorous and exciting as it’s portrayed in books and movies.  Vampires are weak and sickly, and live on guinea pig blood.  Nina spends every Tuesday night at a vampire support group at the local Catholic church, fully aware that she will have to listen to the whining and complaining of her pathetic fellow vampires for all eternity.  But when one of their group is staked, the support group ventures into the Australian Outback to find the killer.

Almost Perfect.  Brian Katcher

When Logan meets Sage, he falls instantly in love.  She is beautiful, smart and funny, all the things he's ever wanted.  Then he finds out her secret; Sage wasn't born a girl.  Can love truly overcome all obstacles?

I Kill Giants.  Joe Kelly 

In this graphic novel, Barbara Thorson is a tough kid and social outcast.  She struggles through the stormy waters of life and friendship while trying to kill the giants that threaten her life.

Ash.  Malinda Lo

A magical Cinderella story that takes place in a world inhabited by fairies, royalty, and evil stepmothers, where Aisling (a.k.a. Ash) must figure out how to survive after both her mother and then her father pass away.  The powerful fairy Sidhean appears at her mother's grave, but his offers to help might come with dangerous strings attached.  Could the king's beautiful but inaccessible huntress, Kaisa, be Ash's true love?
Flash Burnout.  L. K. Madigan

Gritty.  That's what Mr. Malloy, fifteen-year-old Blake's photo teacher, calls his pictures -- gritty and predictable.  Blake is kind of dependable that way.  Until one of his gritty photographs sets in motion events that not only change his life, but the lives of his girlfriend Shannon and his friend-who's-a-girl, Marissa.
Purple Heart.  Patricia McCormick

What really happened during the Baghdad alley skirmish that landed Matt in the hospital?  Is there a reason his mind won’t let him remember?  Can he still trust his unit as deeply as before?  This story is taut, raw, and moving -- war as it really is. 

The Devil’s Paintbox.  Victoria McKernan

It is the spring of 1865.  Having just survived a bitter winter, Aiden and his sister, Maddy, are the lone survivors on their family’s draught-ravaged farm in Kansas.  Mr. Jefferson J. Jackson is a trader looking for able men to work as loggers in Washington.  When Maddy and Aiden sign on for the long passage west via caravan on the Oregon Trail, the two face hard trials on the unforgiving road in the hopes of creating a new life for themselves.
Marcelo in the Real World.  Francisco X. Stork

Over the summer before his senior year, Marcelo Sandoval, a high-functioning autistic teenage boy, works in the mailroom at his father’s law firm.  Through the experience, he finds a friend and learns about injustices, romance and other life lessons.

The Monstrumologist.  Rick Yancy
"These are the secrets I have kept.  This is the trust I never betrayed."  So begins the diary of Will Henry, a recently deceased nursing home resident with an unknown past.  The diaries chronicle Will's life as an apprentice to a self-proclaimed "Monstrumologist" and tell the story of his encounters with the Anthropologi, voracious flesh-eating monsters so horrifying they could not possibly be real.  When the diaries are given to a journalist for authentication, they are at first
considered fiction.  Yet the gruesome details are so compellingly told, the journalist begins to wonder, could these creatures really exist?
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Nonfiction: Grades 6-12

I Can’t Keep My Own Secrets: Six-Word Memoirs by Teens Famous and Obscure.  Rachel Fershleiser and Larry Smith, eds.  (Grades 7+)
The teen follow-up to the editors’ 2008 compilation, this book contains the writings of nearly 800 teen authors, sharing the life stories of teens in memoirs only six words long.  Though it sounds impossible, not only do they do it, but they do it well.  Some of the writings will make you laugh, some will make you roll your eyes, and some will break your heart.

The Great and Only Barnum: The Tremendous, Stupendous Life of Showman P. T. Barnum.  Candace Fleming  (Grades 6+)
From a love for elephants, an exhibit with a little old lady (was she really George Washington's nursemaid?!), and a friend named Tom Thumb, to the still world-famous three ring circus with acrobats, clowns, and all sorts of animals (including the elephants), P. T. Barnum truly knew how to put on the Greatest Show on Earth.

The Elements: A Visual Exploration of Every Known Atom in the Universe.  Theodore Gray  (Adult/Young Adult)

The periodic table comes to life in this vivid photographic extravaganza that profiles each element -- including information about where it is found, what it looks like, and how it is used or misused.  Science at its most stunning!

Charles and Emma: The Darwins’ Leap of Faith.  Deborah Heligman  (Grades 8+)
Before proposing to his fiancé, Charles Darwin wrote out a list of the pros and cons of marriage.  He had good reason to be cautious; Charles Darwin believed only in science, but his wife Emma Wedgwood only had faith in religion.  Despite fundamentally opposing beliefs on the role of God, the two had a long, happy marriage of mutual support and love. 

Claudette Colvin: Twice Toward Justice.  Phillip Hoose  (Grades 7+)
Have you ever heard of Rosa Parks?  How about Claudette Colvin?  Months prior to Rosa Parks’ refusal to give her seat to a white passenger, 15-year-old Claudette was arrested for the same act.  Why then is this teenager's act of bravery largely ignored in history?
Clara's War: One Girl's Story of Survival.  Clara Kramer and Stephen Glantz  (Grades 8+)

An autobiography based on diary entries of young Clara, who survived the Holocaust by hiding for eighteen months with her family and fourteen other Jews in a dirt bunker dug out underneath a gentile neighbor's home.  In a small Polish city of over 5,000 Jews, Clara was one of only 60 that survived World War II.  
Genius of Common Sense: Jane Jacobs and the Story of the Death and Life of Great American Cities.  Glenna Lang and Marjory Wunsch  (Grades 7+)
During the early 1960s, a book called The Death and Life of Great American Cities changed the way many people think about city life and city planning.  Jane Jacobs, author of that book, was a well-known presence during the urban renewal movement of the 1950s.  Despite a lack of formal architectural training, Jacobs offered a fresh perspective on what makes city life operate successfully.  Her keen observations and willingness to back up her convictions with action made Jacobs a force to be reckoned with when modern ideas about demolition, expansion and
renovation threatened the rich and vibrant city she loved.
Anne Frank: Her Life in Words and Pictures from the Archives of the Anne Frank House.  Menno Metselaar and Ruud van der Rol  (Grades 6+)
Photographs and mementos from Anne Frank's family are used to illustrate the history and background of Anne's life.

Truce: The Day the Soldiers Stopped Fighting.  Jim Murphy  (Grades 6-10)

Truce tells the incredible story of how the Allies and the Germans called their own cease-fire and celebrated the holidays together.  Murphy brings pictures as well as context and consequences to this amazing piece of history.

A.D: New Orleans After the Deluge.  Josh Neufeld  (Adult/Young Adult)
Neufeld was in New Orleans during the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina.  In words and pictures, he tells of his personal experiences and illustrates the stories of many of those affected by the hurricane, including the controversial responses to how the tragedy was handled.

Are You Afraid Yet?: The Science Behind Scary Stuff.  Stephen James O’Meara  (Grades 5-8)

The biology behind gooseflesh, the science of Sasquatch, and more than you ever thought possible about headless chickens -- this smart little book of science facts is insanely fun!

Marching for Freedom: Walk Together, Children, and Don't You Grow Weary.  Elizabeth Partridge  (Grades6+)

Partridge brings to life the parts teens and children played in the 1960's Civil Rights Movement.
Tofu Quilt.  Ching Yeung Russell  (Grades 4-7)
A memoir written in verse, this is the story of a little girl growing up in Hong Kong in the 1960s.  Yeung Ying is special: before she even starts kindergarten she is memorizing verses that her older cousins struggle with, and, even more amazing, her mother believes that girls should be educated, unlike much of society in that place and time.  The author tells of her early education, encouragement and doubts cast on her by family members and teachers alike, and an ultimate realization that she can do whatever she wants to. 

WWE Encyclopedia: The Definitive Guide to World Wrestling Entertainment.  Brian Shields and Kevin Sullivan  (Adult)
A comprehensive collection of short biographies and facts about WWF and WWE wrestlers, this encyclopedia, which is in alphabetical order by the wrestler's stage name, includes tons of information on national and international wrestlers from the 1960s to the present. 

Stitches: A Memoir.  David Small  (Adult/Young Adult)
Six-year-old David didn't understand his mother's violent outbursts.  He didn't understand the numerous x-rays his father subjected him to, or why his parents were not concerned about the growing lump on his neck.  Fearful and silent, he expressed himself through art.  Now an award-winning illustrator, David Small reflects on his brutal childhood in haunting words and pictures in this graphic memoir.
Almost Astronauts: 13 Women Who Dared to Dream.  Tanya Lee Stone  (Grades 5-8)
In the early 1960s, as the Space Program was moving forward with the Mercury 7 astronauts, a handful of people asked "Why not include women in the astronaut program?"  Dr. W. R. Lovelace recruited thirteen top female pilots and all passed the preliminary testing.  The “Mercury 13” showed that they had the “right stuff,” but political and social barriers meant that it would be decades before a woman became an astronaut.

The Skateboarding Field Manual.  Ryan Stutt  (Grades 7+)
Get a taste of what skate culture is all about by taking a look into the world of flips, grinds, ollies, and deck art.  This extensive guide includes step-by-step photo-illustrated instructions for 33 maneuvers and tricks.

Deadly Perils: And How to Avoid Them.  Tracey Turner and Richard Horne  (Grades 7+)

Do you know how to survive an attack by a blue-ringed octopus?  How about how to brave a tornado, or a meteorite, or how to survive a bear attack?  Broken into eight perilous sections, this handy field guide is both funny and informative as it gives the best advice on how not to die (even when you are getting dressed!).

Written in Bone: Buried Lives of Jamestown and Colonial Maryland.  Sally M. Walker  (Grades 7-11)
Talk about secrets of the dead!  Written in Bone tells how archeologists excavated colonial-era graves at Jamestown and sites in Maryland, and how they used forensic science to discover often gruesome details about the lives and deaths of the colonists, including a teenage boy 
probably killed in an Indian attack, an indentured servant who may have been buried secretly in a basement, and a wealthy but surprisingly unhealthy colonial governor’s family.  Modern science helps tell stories that were previously only written in bone.

I’m Down: A Memoir.  Mishna Wolff  (Adult/Young Adult)
When Mishna Wolff turned six years old, her father had one goal: for her to be “down.”  In this hilarious memoir, she recounts what it was like growing up white in a black neighborhood, how she disappointed and baffled her father with her constant inability to be accepted by the neighborhood kids, and how when she was transferred to a school for gifted (and mostly white) students, she had to learn how to fit in all over again and attempt to balance her two worlds. 
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