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Wonder Show. Hannah Barnaby.

Portia has not run away from home to join the circus. It's a carnival, not a circus. And it wasn't home; it was place for girls who had nowhere else to go. Maybe by running away, she can find the family she lost.

After the Snow. S.D. Crockett.

Welcome to Willo's world: snow, ice, cold, isolation, and the year is 2059. All he has is his family, until he returns from hunting to find them missing. Now he must find his father, recover his family. And nothing will stop him. 

Vessel. Sarah Beth Durst.

Liyana has trained all her life to sacrifice herself and become the human vessel for the desert goddess Bayla, but when she fails, she is abandoned by her tribe to die alone in the wilderness. When Korbyn, the trickster god shows up, they soon set off on a dangerous journey through sandstorms, sand wolves, giant silk worms and the emperor’s vast army.

The Last Dragonslayer. Jasper Fforde.

In her boss’s mysterious absence, 15-year-old Jennifer Strange must run Kazam, a magician employment agency. Magical energy has been dwindling for centuries and it's Jennifer's task to ensure that her magical employees keep Kazam in business by using their talent for local handyman jobs and making deliveries. When multiple psychics foresee the death of the world's last remaining dragon, news gets out that this would put Dragonland's many acres up for grabs to the public, and Jennifer is smack in the middle of the subsequent chaos.

Don’t Turn Around. Michelle Gagnon.

When Noa wakes up on a metal table in a strange warehouse with a mysterious incision scar on her chest and no idea of how she got there, she knows she is in trouble. Noa is soon on the run from an evil corporation that wants her for unknown reasons and must enlist the help of fellow computer hacker Peter to expose the corporation’s secrets before they can get to her. 

Seraphina. Rachel Hartman.

In the kingdom of Goredd, humans and dragons uneasily coexist, and dragons can take on human form as ambassadors and scholars. After the Prince is found brutally murdered, the dragons become the main suspects. Seraphina, a gifted musician in the royal court, finds herself drawn into the murder investigation conducted by charismatic Prince Lucian as she desperately tries to hide the fact that she's half dragon.

The Obsidian Blade. Pete Hautman.

Tucker is a preacher’s kid living an ordinary life in a small Minnesota town. One day Tucker’s father climbs onto the roof to fix a shingle and vanishes, just as Tucker catches a glimpse of a strange shimmering disc hovering above the house. An hour later, his father walks up the driveway with a mysterious girl, a changed man. After his parents disappear, Tucker is sure the disc means something, but does he dare get close enough to find out?

Friends with Boys. Faith Erin Hicks.

Maggie and her older brothers were home-schooled until their mother took off. Now they go to public high school, and Maggie doesn’t know who to sit with at lunch, where the clean bathrooms are, or how to get to class without using the makeout stairwell. To make matters worse, Maggie has a secret she’s afraid to tell anybody: she is being stalked by a ghost.

Keeping the Castle. Patrice Kindl.

Who knew the past could be so funny? In the early 1800’s, Althea must marry well to support her family. She just can’t control her unladylike sense of humor around rich, dull suitors! 

See You at Harry’s. Jo Knowles.

Fern is in 7th grade and she's used to being pretty invisible around her family, except for her seriously annoying three-year-old brother Charlie. Luckily her best friend Ran is around to remind her that "All will be well." But when tragedy turns Fern's family upside down, she's not sure that she can believe that anything will be well ever again.

Enchanted. Alethea Kontis.

Sunday Woodcutter is the seventh daughter of a seventh daughter, filled with an unknown magic. Rumbold is prince enchanted into a frog. When the two meet they share an instant connection, but can that love last when Rumbold is turned back into a man?

No Crystal Stair. Vaunda Micheaux Nelson, illustrated by Gregory R. Christie. 

Where did some of the most important figures of the civil rights movement actually get together to talk, share ideas, and plan? Apparently, Lewis Micheaux's bookstore in Harlem.

The False Prince. Jennifer Nielsen.

The medieval kingdom of Carthya is on the brink of civil war after the royal family is murdered. A deceptive nobleman chooses four orphans to train and compete against one another in the contest of a lifetime. Ultimately, only one will be chosen to pose as the king’s long lost son, the last heir to the throne, while the others face certain death.

The Reluctant Journal of Henry K. Larsen. Susin Nielsen. 

Henry thinks the idea of a journal is stupid, but he’s doing it because he was told to, and because just maybe it can help him stop missing his brother and and the life they had before IT happened and everything changed.

My Sister Lives on the Mantelpiece. Annabel Pitcher.

Jamie and Jasmine try to cope with the disintegration of their family that began when Jas’s twin Rose was killed by a terrorist bomb five years ago. New friends, including a Muslim girl, help them grow away from their father’s prejudices and their mother’s abandonment

Dodger. Terry Pratchett.

Dodger is the master of the sewers, but his simple life is turned upside down when he saves a mysterious young lady from a beating in the streets and makes the acquaintance of one Charles Dickens. As Dodger rises through the social ranks of London, the danger rises as well, as do his feelings for a certain young lady.

Shadow on the Mountain. Margi Preus.

What would you do, if an enemy military force invaded your country? Would you surrender to the new regime, or would you fight? When Nazi Germany invades and occupies peace-loving Norway in April 1940, 14-year-old Espen decides to fight. Advancing from runner to full-on spy, Espen finds himself assuming a greater role in the Resistance while also facing greater danger! This thrilling coming-of-age story is based on the experiences of a real-life Norwegian teenager during World War II.

Sons of the 613. Mike Rubens.

Isaac’s parents went on a business trip one month before his bar mitzvah, leaving his older brother, Josh, in charge. Josh is an amateur MMA fighter and college dropout who is known to have a bad temper, and has taken it upon himself to “make a man” out of his nerdy little brother.

After Eli. Rebecca Rupp.

Daniel is struggling to deal with his brother's death. Can Daniel ever reconnect with the living or will be be stuck analyzing the purpose of death forever?

Endangered. Eliot Schrefer.

Fourteen-year-old Sophie takes a trip to visit her mother’s bonobo sanctuary in the Congo. While there she rescues a baby ape named Otto from a poacher. The two become inseparable and when civil war breaks out, Sophie and Otto must flee the sanctuary and try to survive in the jungle.

Drama. Raina Telgemeier.

Callie loves theatre, but can’t sing, so she tries her hand at being stage manager instead. In this graphic novel, everyone’s having issues working together, and when two cute twin boys move to town, what’s a girl to do? 
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Tiger Lily. Jodi Lynn Anderson.

Told from Tinker Bell’s point of view, this re-imagined Peter Pan story is a tale of first love and letting go. Tiger Lily is a strong-willed girl who woos Peter Pan, the fierce leader of the Lost Boys. The arrival of Wendy, Tiger Lily’s complete opposite, threatens the bond between Peter and Tiger Lily and makes her behave in unimaginable ways.

Me, and Earl, and the Dying Girl. Jesse Andrews.

Greg has worked hard to stay invisible at school, and then his mother insists that he befriend a girl who has leukemia. Being friends with Rachel is hard, and it’s making it impossible to stay invisible! But this isn't some schmaltzy book about "true love" or "how cancer shows you the deep meaning of life"; no, this book is just about Greg, his funny, messed up, weird life and all that goes with it.

Chopsticks. Jessica Anthony and Rodrigo Corral.

Glory, a young piano prodigy, deals with her mother’s death by obsessing over her skill at the piano. Pushed by her overbearing father and falling for the boy next door, Glory finds herself overwhelmed and confused. Chopsticks allows readers to take an interactive look back at Glory’s life before the madness, and before she disappeared.

The Miseducation of Cameron Post. Emily M. Danforth.

Back when 12-year-old Cameron’s parents died in an accident, she was guilt-stricken because their deaths coincided with her realization that she is attracted to girls. But ultimately, she discovers that she can’t hide who she is forever, even in her mostly Christian Montana town, and she must deal with the consequences of having what her Aunt and Grandmother consider to be an unnatural perversion that needs to be healed.

The Fault in Our Stars. John Green.

Love seems like a longshot for Hazel, 16-year-old cancer survivor, until she meets Gus at a support group. Bonding over movies and Hazel’s favorite book, the two begin a whirlwind relationship and experience the joys and perils of young love.

Ask the Passengers. A.S. King.

The only thing Astrid feels that she can control is the excess love she has inside of her, so she sends it in thoughts to the plane passengers flying far overhead. Her mom clearly favors Astrid’s younger sister Ellis, her dad’s getting high every night, and Astrid’s falling in love with her lesbian co-worker, Dee. Living in a small town means everyone has an opinion about what she should do and be, but Astrid holds fast to her own beliefs and who she loves.

Grave Mercy. Robin LaFevers.

Seventeen-year-old Ismae has just found out that she is Death’s handmaiden. Set in 15th Century France, Ismae is recruited by a convent of assassin nuns and sent out into the high courts of Brittany amongst political treason and retribution. Will she follow her mission of vengeance or her heart to true love?

In Darkness. Nick Lake.

This powerful book alternates between two viewpoints: Shorty, a young Haitian boy trapped by an earthquake and Toussaint L'Ouverture, the slave who fought a revolution in Haiti to free slaves 200 years ago. Are these boys sealed to the same fate or are they meant for greatness?

Every Day. David Levithan.

Imagine waking up in a new body every day, trying to adapt to your host’s personality to avoid disrupting his or her life. This is how “A” has always lived – until the day s/he falls in love with his host’s girlfriend, and wants to stay with her forever!

I Hunt Killers. Barry Lyga.

Jasper (Jazz) Dent appears to be your average teenager—he’s got the looks and the charm, a loyal best friend, and an honest girlfriend at his side. No one could have ever guessed that he is the son of Billy Dent, one of the world’s most infamous serial killers. When the bodies start piling up in his quiet town of Lobo’s Nod, Jazz will stop at nothing to prove that there is in fact a new serial killer in town.

Never Fall Down. Patricia McCormick.

It is 1975 in Cambodia and Ang is an ordinary kid, listening to music and selling ice cream in the streets. But when the revolutionaries move into his town, his world is destroyed. Separated from his family and marched into the countryside with thousands of strangers, Ang is forced to work in the labor camps that become known as the Killing Fields. Based on a true story, this book is about the will to survive and the determination to “never fall down.”

Cinder. Marissa Meyer.

If you are thinking Disney Princess Cinderella, think again! Cinder is a cyborg and possibly the best mechanic in New Beijing. She faces challenges from her demanding family, the plague that is ravaging Earth, a budding relationship with Prince Kai, and the evil Lunar Queen. Secrets concerning Cinder's past put her in danger, but they may also be the key to saving her world.

Boy21. Matthew Quick.

Finley lives for basketball. He works hard and is a team player. When his coach asks him to befriend the new kid in town, Finley feels that he can’t refuse, but it’s not going to be easy. The new kid is coping with a devastating family tragedy, he’s a basketball phenomenon who might take Finley’s spot on the team, and he thinks that he’s from outer space.

Aristotle and Dante Discover the Secrets of the Universe. Benjamin Alire Saenz.

Ari meets Dante the summer they’re fifteen and Ari decides he wants to learn to swim. Their friendship blossoms quickly, with extreme highs and lows. Their story shows the struggles of self acceptance, as well as exactly what Ari and Dante’s feelings for each other means.

The Raven Boys. Maggie Stiefvater.

Blue Sargent knows better than to associate with Raven Boys, the wealthy students of the all-male Aglionby Academy. When she sees the ghost of student Richard Gansey III in the parade of the soon-to-be dead, though, she is drawn into his world of privilege, mystery, and the single-minded quest for a lost king. Gansey, Ronan, Adam, and Noah are her Raven Boys; could one of them be the true love that she's destined to kill?

Code Name Verity. Elizabeth Wein.

Verity isn't her real name. She is a spy who's been captured by the Nazis in France, and she is telling all of her secrets because she is tired of being tortured and is desperate to go home. But how much of what she says is true and how much is a lie?

Beneath the Meth Moon. Jacqueline Woodson.

This book is an elegy -- a response to death -- and meth is taking Laurel there quickly. Meth gets Laurel out of her head, distances her from her past, and obliterates the pain of being alive. But what happens when Laurel changes her mind? Is she stronger than everything trying to destroy her?
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Master of Deceit: J. Edgar Hoover and America in the Age of Lies. Marc Aronson. HS

Aronson offers a fascinating in-depth biography of the man whose name is synonymous with the FBI. It begins with the cultural and political milieu into which Hoover was born, moving on to cover how certain political events like communism and the terrorist attacks on Washington in 1919 shaped his worldview. It also explores Hoover's strengths and weaknesses, his effect on the civil rights movement and how the country allowed his culture of fear to rise above precepts of democracy.

My Friend Dahmer. Derf Backderf. HS

In 1991, Jeffrey Dahmer became known as the most infamous serial killer since Jack the Ripper. In graphic format, fellow classmate and once “friend” Derf Backderf shares anecdotes and offers his personal account of what Dahmer, a shy loner turned serial killer, was like as a teenager attending a Ohio high school.

The End: 50 Apocalyptic Visions from Pop Culture That You Should Know About -- Before It’s Too Late. Laura Barcella. HS

The End compiles the gist of all of the dystopian and post-apocalyptic novels on the shelves these days, giving you an overview of fifty different takes on the apocalypse in pop culture. Everything from songs to paintings to books to radio broadcasts are covered in this short, easy to read volume.

Steve Jobs: The Man Who Thought Different. Karen Blumenthal. MS/HS

Steve Jobs is infamous as the face of Apple, being both a challenging boss and incredible genius, this book discusses his personal life and his career that shaped so much of technology today. 

ADHD in HD: Brains Gone Wild. Jonathan Chesner. MS/HS

Those with ADHD may find it hard to fit in, but luckily Jonathan Chesner, an author with ADHD, has written this personal, funny, book for people with special brains like his own. Flip through the pages or read it cover to cover to find helpful advice on dealing with school, work, and people who just don’t understand.

Faces from the Past: Forgotten People of North America. James M. Deem. HS

This book is perfect for any teen that loves forensic science and/or tv shows like Bones and CSI. Not only do you get great information on the history of the people of North America, but you also learn how the bare skull can be transformed to show you distinct "faces" of long-ago people.

Trinity: A Graphic History of the First Atomic Bomb. Jonathan Fetter-Vorm. MS/HS

This gripping graphic novel ingeniously tells the story of the first atomic bomb, detailing the history and the people behind the top secret Manhattan Project. Excellent graphic artwork enhances this incredible saga of physics, war, and humanity.

Moonbird: A Year on the Wind with the Great Survivor B95. Phillip M. Hoose. MS

Science and survival perfectly blend together in this captivating story of B95, a gritty, four-ounce-sized shorebird that migrates each year from Tierra del Fuego to the Canadian Arctic, 9000 miles away, then back again – a distance to the moon and halfway back – in the course of its lifetime! This book contains numerous sidebars, diagrams, maps, full-color photos and profiles of bird scientists and activists, plus information about the potential extinction of this fascinating animal.

Seeing Red: The True Story of Blood. Tanya Lloyd Kyi. MS

A concise, and often humorous, history of blood. Scientific, social, cultural, and religious aspects of how blood was and is viewed are discussed.

We’ve Got a Job: The 1963 Birmingham Children’s March. Cynthia Levinson. MS/HS

Children lead the change in 1963 where they were able to desegregate one of the most racially charged cities, Birmingham, Alabama. Over four thousand students voluntarily went to jail and this book chronicles their struggles through personal narratives and research showcasing the struggle these children went through to be treated as equals.

.

The Fairy Ring, or Elsie and Frances Fool the World. Mary Losure. MS

Today we are used to photos being doctored or photoshopped, but a hundred years ago it was unheard of. Enter mischievous Francis and Elsie, cousins who alter photos to depict fairies. The girls thought they were merely playing, but soon their photos are being shared and now their simple game has become a nightmare as everyone wants to meet two little girls from the countryside who have seen fairies. 

What Do You Want to Do Before You Die?: The Buried Life. Ben Nemtin. HS

Do you have a bucket list of amazing things you want to do before you die? Dreams you’d like to fulfill someday? From the creators of MTV’s The Buried Life, you’ll find the story of four regular guys, the realization of their dreams, and how they helped others.

The Book of Blood: From Legends and Leeches to Vampires and Veins. H.P. Newquist. MS

Blood . . . mankind has always known it is essential to our bodies, but were the mysteries of the circulatory system, cells, and platelets ever solved? Science with a side of snarky, this clever book tells why many of us would never have survived childhood before 1940.

Beyond Courage: The Untold Story of Jewish Resistance During the Holocaust. Doreen Rappaport. MS/HS

Jewish Resistance during the Holocaust ranged from smuggling children out of Nazi territory to armed resistance. Read about the brave men and women, many teenagers, who fought back, to save themselves and to save others. 

The Pregnancy Project: A Memoir. Gaby Rodriguez. HS

Despite the fact that she was consistently a well behaved and a hard-working student, Gaby Rodriguez still faced the expectation that she would become a teen mom the way her mother and sisters did. For her senior project, Gaby decided to fake a pregnancy and record the reactions of friends, family, and fellow students, and this memoir not only compiles those reactions, but also explores the psychological effects of becoming a teen parent.

Bomb: The Race to Build and Steal the World’s Most Dangerous Weapon. Steve Sheinkin. MS/HS

The author says that this book is about three things: the American attempt to build an atomic bomb; the Soviet attempt to steal information about the bomb; and the Allies attempt to stop the Germans from building the bomb. All three threads are equally riveting -- the brilliance of the scientists, the tradecraft and techniques used by spies, and the courage and daring of the military operatives.

Discovering Black America: From the Age of Exploration to the Twenty-First Century. Linda Tarrant-Reid. MS/HS

Discover the depth of African American history, starting with one of the navigators who sailed with Columbus. Photographs, artwork, and first person accounts bring to life a wide range of people. You'll be asking, why didn't they teach me this in school?

The Secret Life of Money: A Kid’s Guide to Cash. Kira Vermond. MS

Teens know that it takes cash to buy clothes, download music, or go to college; yet they have no idea how money works. With a structure that involves comics and everyday connections, this book helps relate to young teens about money by breaking down adult jargon into simple, effective terms for young teens. 

I Am a SEAL Team Six Warrior: Memoirs of an American Soldier. Howard E. Wasdin and Stephen Templin. HS

Howard Wasdin is a distinguished member of Navy SEAL Team Six, an elite unit of the military. Through his difficult childhood to his experiences in the Battle of Mogadishu, Wasdin writes about perseverance and training in this dramatic memoir.
