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Awkward by Svetlana Chmakova 

ISBN:  9780316381321 9780316381307  

“After shunning Jaime, the school nerd, on her first day at a new middle school, Penelope 

Torres tries to blend in with her new friends in the art club, until the art club goes to war 

with the science club, of which Jaime is a member.” 

 

Circus Mirandus by Cassie Beasley 

ISBN: 9780525428435 

“When he realizes that his grandfather's stories of an enchanted circus are true, Micah Tuttle 

sets out to find the mysterious Circus Mirandus--and to use its magic to save his grandfather's 

life.” 

 

Echo by Pam Munoz Ryan 

ISBN:  9780439874021  

“Lost in the Black Forest, Otto meets three mysterious sisters and finds himself entwined in a 

prophecy, a promise, and a harmonica--and decades later three children, Friedrich in 

Germany, Mike in Pennsylvania, and Ivy in California find themselves caught up in the same 

thread of destiny in the darkest days of the twentieth century, struggling to keep their 

families intact, and tied together by the music of the same harmonica.” 

 

Friends for Life by Andrew Norriss 

ISBN: 9780545851862   

“Francis Meredith is a boy who is interested in fashion and costuming, which has made him a 

target at school, but when he meets Jessica and Andi his life begins to change--Andi is an 

athletic girl with a reputation for fighting and family in the fashion business, and Jessica is a 

ghost who has no idea how she died.” 

 

Full Cicada Moon by Marilyn Hilton 

ISBN:   9780147516015 

“In 1969 twelve-year-old Mimi and her family move to an all-white town in Vermont, where 

Mimi's mixed-race background and interest in "boyish" topics like astronomy make her feel like 

an outsider.” 

 

 

 



 

George by Alex Gino 

ISBN: 9780545812542   

“BE WHO YOU ARE. When people look at George, they think they see a boy. But she knows 

she's not a boy. She knows she's a girl. George thinks she'll have to keep this a secret forever. 

Then her teacher announces that their class play is going to be Charlotte's Web. George 

really, really, REALLY wants to play Charlotte. But the teacher says she can't even try out for 

the part ... because she's a boy. With the help of her best friend, Kelly, George comes up with 

a plan. Not just so she can be Charlotte?but so everyone can know who she is, once and for 

all.” 

 

Gone Crazy in Alabama by Rita Williams-Garcia 

ISBN: 9780062215895 

"Delphine, Vonetta, and Fern are off to Alabama to visit their grandmother, Big Ma, and her 

mother, Ma Charles. Across the way lives Ma Charles's half sister, Miss Trotter. The two half 

sisters haven't spoken in years. As Delphine hears about her family history, she uncovers the 

surprising truth that's been keeping the sisters apart. But when tragedy strikes, Delphine 

discovers that the bonds of family run deeper than she ever knew possible 

 

Goodbye Stranger by Rebecca Stead 

ISBN:  9780385743174  

“Bridge is an accident survivor who's wondering why she's still alive. Emily has new curves and 

an almost-boyfriend who wants a certain kind of picture. Tabitha sees through everybody's 

games-or so she tells the world. The three girls are best friends with one rule: No fighting. 

Can it get them through seventh grade? This year everything is different for Sherm Russo as he 

gets to know Bridge Barsamian. What does it mean to fall for a girl-as a friend? On Valentine's 

Day, an unnamed high school girl struggles with a betrayal. How long can she hide in plain 

sight?” 

 

Hoodoo by Ronald L. Smith 

ISBN: 9780544935617 

“Twelve-year-old Hoodoo Hatcher was born into a family with a rich tradition of practicing 

folk magic: hoodoo, as most people call it. But even though his name is Hoodoo, he can't 

seem to cast a simple spell. When a mysterious man called the Stranger comes to town, 

Hoodoo starts dreaming of the dead rising from their graves. Even worse, he soon learns the 

Stranger is looking for a boy...named Hoodoo. The entire town is at risk from the Stranger's 

black magic, and only Hoodoo can defeat him. He'll just need to learn how to conjure first. 

Set amid the swamps, and sweltering heat of small town Alabama in the 1930s, Hoodoo is 

infused with a big dose of creepiness leavened with gentle humor.” 

 

Ink and Ashes by Valynne E. Maetani 

ISBN: 9781620142110 



"When Japanese American Claire Takata finds out that her deceased father was once a 

member of the yakuza, a Japanese crime syndicate, danger enters her life that could end up 

killing someone" 

 

Listen, Slowly by Thanhhà Lai 

ISBN:  9780062229199 

“A California girl born and raised, Mai can't wait to spend her vacation at the beach. Instead, 

though, she has to travel to Vietnam with her grandmother, who is going back to find out 

what really happened to her husband during the Vietnam War. Mai's parents think this trip will 

be a great opportunity for their out-of-touch daughter to learn more about her culture. But to 

Mai, those are their roots, not her own. Vietnam is hot, smelly, and the last place she wants 

to be. Besides barely speaking the language, she doesn't know the geography, the local 

customs, or even her distant relatives. To survive her trip, Mai must find a balance between 

her two completely different worlds.” 

 

Lost in the Sun by Lisa Graff 

ISBN: 9780606388351 

“As Trent Zimmerman struggles to move past a traumatic event that took place several 

months earlier, he befriends class outcast Fallon Little, who helps him understand that he can 

move on.” 

 

Lumberjanes, Volume 1 and Volume 2 by Noelle Stevenson, Grace Ellis, Shannon Watters, 

Brooke Allen 

ISBN: 9781608866878 

"Friendship to the max! At Miss Quinzella Thiskwin Penniquiqul Thistle Crumpet's camp for 

hardcore lady-types, things are not what they seem. Three-eyed foxes. Secret caves. 

Anagrams. Luckily, Jo, April, Mal, Molly and Ripley are five rad, butt-kicking best pals 

determined to have an awesome summer together-- and they're not gonna let a magical quest 

or an array of supernatural critters get in their way!" 

 

My Diary from the Edge of the World by Jodi Lynn Anderson 

ISBN: 9780606397605 

“Spirited, restless Gracie Lockwood, twelve, of Cliffden, Maine, living in a world where 

sasquatches, dragons, giants, and mermaids are common, keeps a diary of her family's 

journey in a used Winnebago as they seek The Extraordinary World in hopes of keeping her 

little brother, Sam, safe against all odds.” 

 

Nimona by Noelle Stevenson 

ISBN: 9781518215100 

“Nimona is an impulsive young shapeshifter with a knack for villainy. Lord Ballister Blackheart 

is a villain with a vendetta. As sidekick and supervillain, Nimona and Lord Blackheart are 

about to wreak some serious havoc. Their mission: prove to the kingdom that Sir Ambrosius 

Goldenloin and his buddies at the Institution of Law Enforcement and Heroics aren't the 



heroes everyone thinks they are. But as small acts of mischief escalate into a vicious battle, 

Lord Blackheart realizes that Nimona's powers are as murky and mysterious as her past. And 

her unpredictable wild side might be more dangerous than he is willing to admit.” 

 

Orbiting Jupiter Gary Schmidt 

ISBN: 9780544938397 

“In this exploration of the dark side of social media, and government control and 

manipulation, the teenagers in a small town are drawn deeper and deeper into a social 

networking site that promises to grant their every need--regardless of the consequences.” 

 

Paper Hearts by Meg Wiviott 

ISBN: 9780606392396 

“Follows the story of two girls as they forge a powerful friendship that carries them through 

horrific circumstances at the Auschwitz concentration camp.” 

 

Stella by Starlight by Sharon Draper 

ISBN: 9780606382557 

“When a burning cross set by the Klan causes panic and fear in 1932 Bumblebee, North 

Carolina, fifth-grader Stella must face prejudice and find the strength to demand change in 

her segregated town.” 

 

The Marvels by Brian Selznick 

ISBN:   9780545448680 

In 'The Marvels', Selznick crafts another remarkable artistic and bookmaking achievement that 

weaves together two seemingly unrelated stories - one in words, the other in pictures - with 

spellbinding synergy. The illustrated story begins in 1766 with Billy Marvel, the lone survivor 

of a shipwreck, and charts the adventures of his family of actors over five generations. The 

prose story opens in 1990 and follows Joseph, who has run away from school to an estranged 

uncle's puzzling house in London, where he, along with the reader, must piece together many 

mysteries  

 

The Thing About Jellyfish by Ali Benjamin 

ISBN:  9780606402187 

Twelve-year-old Suzy Swanson wades through her intense grief over the loss of her best friend 

by investigating the rare jellyfish she is convinced was responsible for her friend's death. 

 

 
 
 
 
 



Grade 9-12 Fiction 

 

All American Boys by Jason Reynolds and Brenden Kiely 

ISBN: 9781481463331 

When sixteen-year-old Rashad is mistakenly accused of stealing, classmate Quinn 

witnesses his brutal beating at the hands of a police officer who happens to be the older 

brother of his best friend. Told through Rashad and Quinn's alternating viewpoints. 

Challenger Deep by Neal Shusterman 

ISBN: 9780061134142 

A teenage boy struggles with schizophrenia. A captivating novel about mental illness that 

lingers long beyond the last page, Challenger Deep is a heartfelt tour de force by New 

York Times bestselling author Neal Shusterman. Caden Bosch is on a ship that's headed 

for the deepest point on Earth: Challenger Deep, the southern part of the Marianas 

Trench. Caden Bosch is a brilliant high school student whose friends are starting to 

notice his odd behavior. Caden Bosch is designated the ship's artist in residence to 

document the journey with images. Caden Bosch pretends to join the school track team 

but spends his days walking for miles, absorbed by the thoughts in his head. Caden 

Bosch is split between his allegiance to the captain and the allure of mutiny.  

 

Dumplin by Julie Murphy 

ISBN: 9780062327192  

Sixteen-year-old Willowdean wants to prove to everyone in her small Texas town that she

is more than just a fat girl, so, while grappling with her feelings for a co-worker who is 

clearly attracted to her, Will and some other misfits prepare to compete in the beauty 

pageant her mother runs. 

 

Ember in the Ashes by Sabaa Tahir 
ISBN: 9780698176461 

Laia is a Scholar living under the iron-fisted rule of the Martial Empire. When her brother is 

arrested for treason, Laia goes undercover as a slave at the empire's greatest military 

academy in exchange for assistance from rebel Scholars who claim that they will help to save 

her brother from execution. 

 

Everything Everything by Nicola Yoon 

ISBN: 9780553496642 

My disease is as rare as it is famous. Basically, I’m allergic to the world. I don’t leave my 

house, have not left my house in seventeen years. The only people I ever see are my mom and 

my nurse, Carla. But then one day, a moving truck arrives next door. I look out my window, 

and I see him. He’s tall, lean and wearing all black—black T-shirt, black jeans, black sneakers, 



and a black knit cap that covers his hair completely. He catches me looking and stares at me. 

I stare right back. His name is Olly. Maybe we can’t predict the future, but we can predict 

some things. For example, I am certainly going to fall in love with Olly. It’s almost certainly 

going to be a disaster. 

 

Finding Audrey by Sophie Kinsella 

ISBN: 9780552573665 

Audrey can't leave the house. she can't even take off her dark glasses inside the house. 

Then her brother's friend Linus stumbles into her life. With his friendly, orange-slice 

smile and his funny notes, he starts to entice Audrey out again - well, Starbucks is a 

start. And with Linus at her side, Audrey feels like she can do the things she'd thought 

were too scary. Suddenly, finding her way back to the real world seems achievable. Be 

prepared to laugh, dream and hope with Audrey as she learns that even when you feel 

like you have lost yourself, love can still find you... 

Illuminae by Jay Kristoff & Amie Kaufman 

ISBN: 9781780748375 

This morning, Kady thought breaking up with Ezra was the hardest thing she'd have to do. This 

afternoon, her planet was invaded. The year is 2575, and two rival mega-corporations are at 

war over a planet that's little more than an ice-covered speck at the edge of the universe. 

Too bad nobody thought to warn the people living on it. With enemy fire raining down on 

them, Kady and Ezra who are barely even talking to each other are forced to fight their way 

onto one of the evacuating fleet, with an enemy warship in hot pursuit. But their problems 

are just getting started. A deadly plague has broken out and is mutating, with terrifying 

results; the fleet's AI, which should be protecting them, may actually be their enemy; and 

nobody in charge will say what's really going on. As Kady hacks into a tangled web of data to 

find the truth, it's clear only one person can help her bring it all to light: Ezra. 

 

More Happy Than Not by Adam Silvera 

ISBN: 9781616956776 

After enduring his father's suicide, his own suicide attempt, broken friendships, and more in 

the Bronx projects, Aaron Soto, sixteen, is already considering the Leteo Institute's 

memory-alteration procedure when his new friendship with Thomas turns to unrequited love. 

 

Out of Darkness by Ashley Hope Perez 

ISBN:  9781467742023 

Loosely based on a school explosion that took place in New London, Texas in 1937, this is the 

story of two teenagers: Naomi, who is Mexican, and Wash, who is black, and their dealings 

with race, segregation, love, and the forces that destroy people. 

 

 

 

 



Red Queen by Victoria Aveyard 

ISBN: 9780062310644 

Mare Barrow's world is divided by blood -- those with common, Red blood serve the 

Silver-blooded elite, who are gifted with superhuman abilities. Mare is a Red, scraping by as a 

thief in a poor, rural village, until a twist of fate throws her in front of the Silver court. 

Before the king, princes, and all the nobles, she discovers she has an ability of her own. To 

cover up this impossibility, the king forces her to play the role of a lost Silver princess and 

betroths her to one of his own sons. As Mare is drawn further into the Silver world, she risks 

everything and uses her new position to help the Scarlet Guard -- a growing Red rebellion -- 

even as her heart tugs her in an impossible direction. One wrong move can lead to her death, 

but in the dangerous game she plays, the only certainty is betrayal. 

 

Shadowshaper by Daniel Jose Older 

ISBN: 9780545591614 

When the murals painted on the walls of her Brooklyn neighborhood start to change and 

fade in front of her, Sierra Santiago realizes that something strange is going on--then she 

discovers her Puerto Rican family are shadowshapers and finds herself in a battle with an 

evil anthropologist for the lives of her family and friends. 

Simon vs the Homo sapiens Agenda by Becky Albertalli 

ISBN:9780062348685 

Sixteen-year-old, not-so-openly-gay Simon Spier is blackmailed into playing wingman for his 

classmate or else his sexual identity--and that of his pen pal--will be revealed. 

 

Six of Crows by Leigh Bardugo 

ISBN: 9781627792127 

Six dangerous outcasts. One impossible heist. Kaz's crew is the only thing that might stand 

between the world and destruction--if they don't kill each other first. 

 

The Game of Love and Death by Martha Brockenbrough 

ISBN: 9780545668347 

In Seattle in 1937 two seventeen-year-olds, Henry, who is white, and Flora, who is 

African-American, become the unwitting pawns in a game played by two immortal 

figures, Love and Death, where they must choose each other at the end, or one of them 

will die. 

 

The Unlikely Hero of Room 13B by Teresa Toten 

ISBN: 9780553507867 

When Adam meets Robyn at a support group for kids coping with obsessive-compulsive 

disorder, he is drawn to her almost before he can take a breath. He's determined to protect 

and defend her -- to play Batman to her Robyn -- whatever the cost. But when you're fourteen 



and the everyday problems of dealing with divorced parents and step-siblings are 

supplemented by the challenges of OCD, it's hard to imagine yourself falling in love...  

The Walls Around Us by Nova Ren Suma 

ISBN: 9781616205904 

Orianna and Violet are ballet dancers and best friends, but when the ballerinas who have 

been harassing Violet are murdered, Orianna is accused of the crime and sent to a juvenile 

detention center where she meets Amber and they experience supernatural events linking the 

girls together. 

 

Trouble is a Friend of  Mine by Stephanie Tromly 

ISBN: 9781471404856 

After her parents' divorce, Zoe Webster moves from Brooklyn to upstate New York where she 

meets the weirdly compelling misfit, Philip Digby, and soon finds herself in a series of 

hilarious and dangerous situations as he pulls her into his investigation into the kidnapping of 

a local teenage girl which may be related to the disappearance of his kid sister eight years 

ago. 

 

Wolf by Wolf by Ryan Graudin 

ISBN: 9780316405089 

The first book in a duology about an alternate version of 1956 where the Axis powers won 

WWII, and hold an annual motorcycle race across their conjoined continents to commemorate 

their victory. 

 

X:  A Novel by Ilyasah Shabazz & Kekla Magoon 

ISBN: 9780763674250 

Co-written by Malcolm X's daughter, this riveting and revealing novel follows the formative 

years of the man whose words and actions shook the world. Malcolm Little's parents have 

always told him that he can achieve anything, but from what he can tell, that's a pack of 

lies—after all, his father's been murdered, his mother's been taken away, and his dreams of 

becoming a lawyer have gotten him laughed out of school. There's no point in trying, he 

figures, and lured by the nightlife of Boston and New York, he escapes into a world of fancy 

suits, jazz, girls, and reefer. But Malcolm's efforts to leave the past behind lead him into 

increasingly dangerous territory. Deep down, he knows that the freedom he's found is only an 

illusion—and that he can't run forever. X follows Malcolm from his childhood to his 

imprisonment for theft at age twenty, when he found the faith that would lead him to forge a 

new path and command a voice that still resonates today 

 

Zeroboxer by Fonda Lee 

ISBN: 9780738743387 

As seventeen-year-old Carr 'the Raptor' Luka rises to fame in the weightless combat sport of 

zeroboxing, he learns a devastating secret that jeopardizes not only his future in the sport, 

but interplanetary relations. 



 

Grade 6-12 Non-Fiction 

 
Between the World and Me by Ta-Nehisi Coates 
ISBN: 9780679645986 
Ta-Nehisi Coates offers a framework for understanding our nation's history and current crisis. 
Americans have built an empire on the idea of "race," a falsehood that damages us all but falls 
most heavily on the bodies of black women and men -- bodies exploited through slavery and 
segregation, and, today, threatened, locked up, and murdered out of all proportion. What is it 
like to inhabit a black body and find a way to live within it? And how can we all honestly reckon 
with this fraught history and free ourselves from its burden? Between the World and Me is 
Coates's attempt to answer these questions in a letter to his adolescent son. Coates shares with 
his son -- and readers -- the story of his awakening to the truth about his place in the world 
through a series of revelatory experiences, from Howard University to Civil War battlefields, from 
the South Side of Chicago to Paris, from his childhood home to the living rooms of mothers 
whose children's lives were taken as American plunder. 
 
Breakthrough:  How Three People Saved Blue Babies and Changed Medicine Forever by 
Jim Murphy 
ISBN: 9780547821832 
In 1944 a groundbreaking operation repaired the congenital heart defect known as blue baby 
syndrome. The operation's success brought the surgeon Alfred Blalock international fame and 
paved the way for open-heart surgery. But the technique had been painstakingly developed by 
Vivien Thomas, Blalocks African American lab assistant, who stood behind Blalock in the 
operating room to give him step-by-step instructions. 
 
Careers:  The Graphic Guide to Finding the Perfect Job 

ISBN: 9780241006924 
This graphic guide for teens offers practical and inspirational advice on more than 400 

careers, arming you with all the information you need to get on the right career path. 

Whether you want to know how to get your dream job, need a little inspiration or help with 

understanding the current job market, or have absolutely no idea where to start, Careers is 

the ultimate source of career advice. Concise and comprehensive in scope, and combining a 

user-friendly approach with DK's quirky, bold, graphic design, this motivational guide is a 

personal career advisor in the form of a book. 

 

 

 

 



Drowned City:  Hurricane Katrina and New Orleans by Don Brown 

ISBN: 9780544673052 

On August 29, 2005, Hurricane Katrina's monstrous winds and surging water overwhelmed the 

protective levees around low-lying New Orleans, Louisiana. Eighty percent of the city flooded, 

in some places under twenty feet of water. Property damages across the Gulf Coast topped 

$100 billion. One thousand eight hundred and thirty-three people lost their lives. The riveting 

tale of this historic storm and the drowning of an American city is one of selflessness, 

heroism, and courage -- and also of incompetence, racism, and criminality. Don Brown's 

kinetic art and as-it-happens narrative capture both the tragedy and triumph of one of the 

worst natural disasters in American history. A portion of the proceeds from this book has been 

donated to Habitat for Humanity New Orleans. 

 

Enchanted Air: Two Cultures, Two Wings: A Memoir by Mararita Engle 

ISBN:  9781481435239 

In this poetic memoir Engle, the first Latina woman to receive a Newbery Honor, tells of 

growing up as a child of two cultures during the Cold War. Her heart was in Cuba, her 

mother's tropical island country, a place so lush with vibrant life that it seems like a fairy tale 

kingdom. But most of the time she lived in Los Angeles, lonely in the noisy city and dreaming 

of the summers when she can take a plane through the enchanted air to her beloved island. 

When the hostility between Cuba and the United States erupted at the Bay of Pigs Invasion, 

Engle's worlds collided in the worst way possible. Would she ever get to visit her beautiful 

island again? 

 

First Flight Around the World: The Adventures of the American Fliers Who Won the Race 

by Tim Grove 

ISBN: 9781419714825 

In 1924 the U.S. Army sent eight young men on a bold attempt to be the first to 

circumnavigate the globe by flight. Men from five other countries--Great Britain, France, 

Portugal, Italy, and Argentina--had the same goal, and so the quest became a race. Who 

would win? 

 

Honor Girl:  A Graphic Memoir by Maggie Thrash 

ISBN: 9780763673826 

Maggie Thrash has spent basically every summer of her fifteen-year-old life at the 

one-hundred-year-old Camp Bellflower for Girls, set deep in the heart of Appalachia. She's 

from Atlanta, she's never kissed a guy, she's into Backstreet Boys in a really deep way, and her 

long summer days are full of a pleasant, peaceful nothing . . . until one confounding moment. 

A split-second of innocent physical contact pulls Maggie into a gut-twisting love for an older, 

wiser, and most surprising of all (at least to Maggie), female counselor named Erin. But Camp 

Bellflower is an impossible place for a girl to fall in love with another girl, and Maggie's 

savant-like proficiency at the camp's rifle range is the only thing keeping her heart from 

exploding. When it seems as if Erin maybe feels the same way about Maggie, it's too much for 

both Maggie and Camp Bellflower to handle, let alone to understand. 



 

Human Body Theater by Maris Wicks 

ISBN: 9781596439290 

Welcome to the Human Body Theater, where your master of ceremonies is going to lead you 

through a theatrical revue of each and every biological system of the human body! Starting 

out as a skeleton, the MC puts on a new layer of her costume (her body) with each "act." By 

turns goofy and intensely informative, the Human Body Theater is always accessible and 

always entertaining. 

 

March Book 2 by John Lewis  

ISBN: 9781603094009 

After the success of the Nashville sit-in campaign, John Lewis is more committed than ever to 

changing the world through nonviolence -- but as he and his fellow Freedom Riders board a 

bus into the vicious heart of the deep south, they will be tested like never before. 

 

Most Dangerous: Daniel Ellsberg and the Secret History of the Vietnam War by Steve 

Sheinkin 

ISBN: 9781596439528 

The story of Daniel Ellsberg and his decision to steal and publish secret documents about 

America's involvement in the Vietnam War. 

 

Rhythm Ride: A Road Trip Through the Motown Sound by Andrea Davis Pinkney 

ISBN: 9781596439733 

A narrative history of the Motown music label covering the historical context, personalities, 

and ongoing legacy of the "sound of young America. 

 

Stonewall: Breaking Out in the Fight for Gay Rights by Ann Bausum 

ISBN: 9781101925645 

Ann Bausum's riveting exploration of the Stonewall riots and the national Gay Rights 

movement that followed. 

 

Symphony for the City of the Dead: Dmitri Shostakovich and the Siege of Leningrad by 

M.T. Anderson 

ISBN: 9780763691004 

In September 1941, Adolf Hitler's Wehrmacht surrounded Leningrad in what was to become 

one of the longest and most destructive sieges in Western history -- almost three years of 

bombardment and starvation that culminated in the harsh winter of 1943-1944. More than a 

million citizens perished. Survivors recall corpses littering the frozen streets, their relatives 

having neither the means nor the strength to bury them. Residents burned books, furniture, 

and floorboards to keep warm. They ate family pets and -- eventually -- one another to stay 

alive. Trapped between the Nazi invading force and the Soviet government itself was 

composer Dmitri Shostakovich, who would write a symphony that roused, rallied, eulogized, 

and commemorated his fellow citizens -- the Leningrad Symphony, which came to occupy a 



surprising place of prominence in the eventual Allied victory. This is the true story of a city 

under siege: the triumph of bravery and defiance in the face of terrifying odds. It is also a 

look at the power and layered meaning of music in beleaguered lives. 

 

Terrible Typhoid Mary: A True Story of the Deadliest Cook in America by Susan Campbell 

Bartoletti 

ISBN: 9780544313675 

What happens when a person's reputation has been forever damaged? With archival 

photographs and text among other primary sources, this riveting biography of Mary Mallon by 

the Sibert medalist and Newbery Honor winner Susan Bartoletti looks beyond the tabloid 

scandal of Mary's controversial life. How she was treated by medical and legal officials reveals 

a lesser-known story of human and constitutional rights, entangled with the science of 

pathology and enduring questions about who Mary Mallon really was. How did her name 

become synonymous with deadly disease? And who is really responsible for the lasting legacy 

of Typhoid Mary? 

 

The Boys Who Challenged Hitler: Knud Pederen and The Churchill Club by Phillip Hoose 

ISBN: 9780374300227 

At the outset of World War II, Denmark did not resist German occupation. Deeply ashamed of 

his nation's leaders, fifteen-year-old Knud Pedersen resolved with his brother and a handful of 

schoolmates to take action against the Nazis if the adults would not. Naming their secret club 

after the fiery British leader, the young patriots in the Churchill Club committed countless 

acts of sabotage, infuriating the Germans, who eventually had the boys tracked down and 

arrested. But their efforts were not in vain: the boys' exploits and eventual imprisonment 

helped spark a full-blown Danish resistance. Interweaving his own narrative with the 

recollections of Knud himself, here is Phil Hoose's inspiring story of these young war heroes. 

 

The Octopus Scientists: Exploring the Mind of  a Mollusk by Sy Montgomery 

ISBN: 9780544668614 

Looks at the work of renowned octopus scientist Jennifer Mather and a team of researchers 

on the island of Moorea, where they work to learn more about octopuses and their behavior. 

 

This Book is Gay by James Dawson 

ISBN: 9781492617822 

There's a long-running joke that, after "coming out," a lesbian, gay guy, bisexual, or trans 

person should receive a membership card and instruction manual. THIS IS THAT INSTRUCTION 

MANUAL. You're welcome. Inside you'll find the answers to all the questions you ever wanted 

to ask: from sex to politics, hooking up to stereotypes, coming out and more. This candid, 

funny, and uncensored exploration of sexuality and what it's like to grow up LGBT also 

includes real stories from people across the gender and sexual spectrums, not to mention 

hilarious illustrations. You will be entertained. You will be informed. But most importantly, 

you will know that however you identify (or don't) and whomever you love, you are 

exceptional. You matter. And so does this book. 



 

This Strange Wilderness: The Life and Art of John James Audubon by Nancy Plain 

ISBN: 9780803248847 

Describes how the writer and naturalist set about recording in both word and image the birds 

of North America, and details the legacy his work has left behind 

 

Tommy: The Gun That Changed America by Karen Blumenthal 

ISBN: 9781626720848 

John Taliaferro Thompson had a mission: to develop a lightweight, fast-firing weapon that 

would help Americans win on the battlefield. His Thompson submachine gun could deliver a 

hundred bullets in a matter of seconds, but didn't find a market in the U.S. military. Instead, 

the Tommy gun became the weapon of choice for a generation of bootleggers and 

bank-robbing outlaws, and became a deadly American icon. Blumenthal tells the history of 

this famous and deadly weapon. 

 

*Annotations from title entries on www.worldcat.org or www.goodreads.com  

http://www.worldcat.org/
http://www.goodreads.com/

