
 30th Annual GSTBA Annotations Fiction 9-12th Grade 

 Title:  All the fighting parts 

 Author:  Sawyerr, Hannah V., 

 ISBN:  9781419762611 

 Publication Date:  2023 

 Summary:  In the wake of being sexually assaulted by  her pastor, 

 sixteen-year-old Amina struggles to regain her footing until she finds the 

 strength within herself to confront her abuser in court. 

 Title:  Dark room etiquette 

 Author:  Roe, Robin, 

 ISBN:  9780063051737 

 Publication Date:  2022 

 Summary:  Sixteen-year-old Sayers Wayte has everything:  popularity, good 

 looks, perfect grades--there's nothing Sayers' family money can't buy. Until he's 

 kidnapped by a man who tells him the privileged life he's been living is based on 

 a lie. Trapped in a windowless room, without knowing why he's been taken or 

 how long the man plans to keep him shut away, Sayers faces a terrifying new 

 reality. To survive, he must forget the world he once knew, and play the part his 

 abductor has created for him. But as time passes,the line between fact and 

 fiction starts to blur, and Sayers begins to wonder if he can escape... before he 

 loses himself. 



 30th Annual GSTBA Annotations Fiction 9-12th Grade 

 Title:  The first to die at the end 

 Author:  Silvera, Adam, 1990- 

 ISBN:  9780063240803 

 Publication Date:  2022 

 Summary:  "In this prequel to #1 New York Times bestselling phenomenon They Both 

 Die at the End, two new strangers spend a life-changing day together after Death-Cast 

 first makes their fateful calls. It's the night before Death-Cast goes live, and there's one 

 question on everyone's mind: Can Death-Cast actually predict when someone will die, 

 or is it just an elaborate hoax? Orion Pagan has waited years for someone to tell him 

 that he's going to die. He has a serious heart condition, and he signed up for 

 Death-Cast so he could know what's coming. Valentino Prince is restarting his life in 

 New York. He has a long and promising future ahead and he only registered for 

 Death-Cast after his twin sister nearly died in a car accident. Orion and Valentino cross 

 paths in Times Square and immediately feel a deep connection. But when the first round 

 of End Day calls goes out, their lives are changed forever--one of them receives a call, 

 and the other doesn't. Though neither boy is certain how the day will end, they know they want to spend it together... 

 even if that means their goodbye will be heartbreaking. 

 Title:  Gather 

 Author:  Cadow, Kenneth M., 

 ISBN:  9781536231113 

 Publication Date:  2023 

 Summary:  "Ian Gray isn't supposed to have a dog, but a lot of things that shouldn't happen 

 end up happening anyway. And Gather, Ian's adopted pup, is good company now that Ian 

 has to quit the basketball team, find a job, and take care of his mom as she tries to 

 overcome her opioid addiction. Despite the obstacles thrown their way, Ian is determined to 

 keep his family afloat no matter what it takes. And for a little while, things are looking up: Ian 

 makes friends, and his fondness for the outdoors and for fixing things lands him work 

 helping neighbors. But an unforeseen tragedy results in Ian and his dog taking off on the 

 run, trying to evade a future that would mean leaving their house and their land. Even if the 

 community comes together to help him, would Ian and Gather have a home to return to?"-- 



 30th Annual GSTBA Annotations Fiction 9-12th Grade 

 Title:  Give me a sign 

 Author:  Sortino, Anna, 

 ISBN:  9780593533796 

 Publication Date:  2023 

 Summary:  Seventeen-year-old Lilah, who wears hearing aids, returns to a summer camp for 

 the Deaf and Blind as a counselor, eager to improve her ASL and find her place in the 

 community, but she did not expect to also find romance along the way. 

 Title:  Imogen, obviously 

 Author:  Albertalli, Becky, 

 ISBN:  9780063045873 

 Publication Date:  2023 

 Summary:  "Imogen Scott may be hopelessly heterosexual,  but shes got the Worlds 

 Greatest Ally title locked down. She's never missed a Pride Alliance meeting. She knows 

 more about queer media discourse than her very queer little sister. She even has two 

 queer best friends. There's Gretchen, a fellow high school senior, who helps keep Imogen's 

 biases in check. And then there's Lili--newly out and newly thriving with a cool new squad 

 of queer college friends. Imogen's thrilled for Lili. Any ally would be. And now that she's 

 finally visiting Lili on campus, she's bringing her ally A game. Any support Lili needs, 

 Imogen's all in. Even if that means bending the truth, just a little. Like when Lili drops a tiny 

 queer bombshell: she's told all her college friends that Imogen and Lili used to date. And 

 none of them know that Imogen is a raging hetero--not even Lilis best friend, Tessa. Of 

 course, the more time Imogen spends with chaotic, freckle-faced Tessa, the more she starts to wonder if her truth 

 was ever all that straight to begin with. 
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 Title:  Imposter syndrome and other confessions of Alejandra Kim 

 Author:  Park, Patricia (Fiction writer), 

 ISBN:  9780593563373, 9780593563380 

 Publication Date:  2023 

 Summary:  "Alejandra Kim doesn't feel like she belongs anywhere. At her wealthy 

 Manhattan high school, her super Spanish name and super Korean face do not compute to 

 her mostly white "woke" classmates and teachers. In her Jackson Heights neighborhood, 

 she's not Latinx enough. Even at home, Ale feels unwelcome. And things at home have 

 only gotten worse since Papi's body was discovered on the subway tracks. Ale wants 

 nothing more than to escape the city for the wide-open spaces of the prestigious Wyder 

 University. But when a microaggression at school thrusts Ale into the spotlight--and into a 

 discussion she didn't ask for--Ale must discover what is means to carve out a space for 

 yourself to belong 

 Title:  Rana Joon and the one & only now 

 Author:  Etaat, Shideh, 

 Publication Date:  2023 

 Summary:  Set in 1996 southern California, high school  senior Rana Joon wants to honor 

 her deceased best friend by entering a rap contest and living authentically as a lesbian, 

 but feels conflicted by her Iranian family's expectations. 

 Title:  A scatter of light 

 Author:  Lo, Malinda, 

 ISBN:  9780525555285 

 Publication Date:  2022 

 Summary:  The summer of 2013 in the Bay is a momentous  one for eighteen-year-old Aria 

 Tang West, for the working-class queer community she finds herself in, and for her artist 

 grandmother. 
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 Title:  The spirit bares its teeth 

 Author:  White, Andrew Joseph, 

 ISBN:  9781682636114 

 Publication Date:  2023 

 Summary:  "London, 1883. The Veil between the living and the dead has thinned 

 dead-eyed mediums commune with spirits under the watchful eye of the Royal Speaker 

 Society, and 16-year-old Silas Bell would rather rip out his violet eyes than become an 

 obedient Speaker wife. According to Mother, he'll be married by the end of the year. It 

 doesn't matter that he's needed a decade of tutors to hide his autism; that he practices 

 surgery on the slaughtered pigs; that he is a boy, not the girl the world insists on seeing. 

 After a failed attempt to escape an arranged marriage, Silas is diagnosed with Veil 

 sickness-a mysterious disease sending violet-eyed women into madness-and shipped away 

 to Braxton's Finishing School and Sanatorium. The facility is cold, the instructors merciless, 

 and the students either bloom into eligible wives or disappear. When the ghosts of missing students start begging 

 Silas for help, he decides to reach into Braxton's innards and expose its guts to the world-if the school doesn't break 

 him first 

 Title:  A study in drowning 

 Author:  Reid, Ava, 

 ISBN:  9780063211506 

 Publication Date:  2023 

 Summary:  "Effy Sayre has always believed in fairy  tales. Haunted by her visions of the Fairy 

 King since childhood, she's had no choice. Her tattered copy of Angharad--Emrys Myrddin's 

 epic about a mortal girl who falls in love with the Fairy King, then destroys him--is the only 

 thing keeping her afloat. So when Myrddin's family announces a contest to redesign the late 

 author's estate, Effy feels certain it is her destiny."--Provided by publisher. 

 Title:  The Davenports 

 Author:  Marquis, Krystal, 

 ISBN:  9780593463338 

 Publication Date:  2023 

 Summary:  The Davenports are one of the few Black families  of immense wealth and 

 status in 1910 Chicago, and the two daughters, Olivia and Helen, are finding their way and 

 finding love--even where they are not supposed to. 
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 Title:  The king is dead 

 Author:  Dean, Benjamin (Children's author), 

 ISBN:  9780316519144 

 Publication Date:  2023 

 Summary:  As the newly crowned first Black king of England, seventeen-year-old James 

 faces intense media scrutiny and a blackmailer intent on disclosing his deepest secrets, 

 including his sexuality and hidden relationship. 

 Title:  Thieves 

 Author:  Bryon, Lucie, 

 ISBN:  9781838741198 

 Publication Date:  2022 

 Summary:  What happened last night? Ella can't seem  to remember a single thing from the 

 party the night before at a mysterious stranger's mansion, and she sure as heck doesn't 

 know why she's woken up in her bed surrounded by a magpie's nest of objects that aren't 

 her own. And she can't stop thinking about her huge crush on Madeleine, who she definitely 

 can't tell about her sudden penchant for kleptomania... But does Maddy have secrets of her 

 own? Can they piece together that night between them and fix the mess of their chaotic 

 personal lives in time to form a normal, teenage relationship? That would be nice. 

 Title:  Thieves' gambit 

 Author:  Lewis, Kayvion, 

 ISBN:  9780593625361 

 Publication Date:  2023 

 Summary:  Seventeen-year-old Ross Quest, a master thief,  enters the Thieves' Gambit, a 

 competition consisting of dangerous, international heists, in order to save her mother's life. 



 30th Annual GSTBA Annotations Fiction 9-12th Grade 

 Title:  Tilly in technicolor 

 Author:  Eddings, Mazey, 

 ISBN:  9781250328120 

 Publication Date:  2023 

 Summary:  When eighteen-year-old Tilly goes to London to intern for her sister's company, she 

 begins to unmask her ADHD and connects with Oliver, another neurodivergent intern. 

 Title:  True true 

 Author:  Hooper, Don P., 

 ISBN:  9780593462102 

 Publication Date:  2023 

 Summary:  When Gil, a Black teen from Brooklyn, struggles  to fit in at his primarily white 

 Manhattan prep school, he wages a clandestine war against the racist administration, parents, 

 and students, while working with other Black students to ensure their voices are finally heard. 

 Title:  Warrior girl unearthed 

 Author:  Boulley, Angeline, 

 ISBN:  9781250766588 

 Publication Date:  2023 

 Summary:  Perry Firekeeper-Birch has always known who  she is - the laidback twin, the 

 troublemaker, the best fisher on Sugar Island. Her aspirations won't ever take her far from home, 

 and she wouldn't have it any other way. But as the rising number of missing Indigenous women 

 starts circling closer to home, as her family becomes embroiled in a high-profile murder 

 investigation, and as greedy grave robbers seek to profit off of what belongs to her Anishinaabe 

 tribe, Perry begins to question everything. In order to reclaim this inheritance for her people, 

 Perry has no choice but to take matters into her own hands. She can only count on her friends and allies, including 

 her overachieving twin and a charming new boy in town with unwavering morals. Old rivalries, sister secrets, and 

 botched heists cannot - will not - stop her from uncovering the mystery before the ancestors and missing women are 

 lost forever. 



 30th Annual GSTBA Annotations Fiction 9-12th Grade 

 Title:  We deserve monuments 

 Author:  Hammonds, Jas, 

 ISBN:  9781250816559 

 Publication Date:  2022 

 Summary:  When seventeen-year-old Avery moves to rural Georgia to live with her ailing 

 grandmother, she encounters decade-old family secrets and a mystery surrounding the town's 

 racist past. 

 Title:  When the angels left the old country 

 Author:  Lamb, Sacha, 

 ISBN:  9781646141760 

 Publication Date:  2022 

 Summary:  "Uriel the angel and Little Ash (short for  Ashmedai) are the only two supernatural 

 creatures in their shtetl (which is so tiny, it doesn't have a name other than Shtetl). The angel 

 and the demon have been studying together for centuries, but pogroms and the search for a 

 new life have drawn all the young people from their village to America. When one of those 

 young emigrants goes missing, Uriel and Little Ash set off to find her. But there are obstacles 

 ahead of them as difficult as what they've left behind." 

 Title:  Your lonely nights are over 

 Author:  Sass, Adam, 1983- 

 ISBN:  9780593526583 

 Publication Date:  2023 

 Summary:  "From the day they met, Dearie and Cole have  been two against the world. But 

 whenever something bad happens at Stone Grove High School, they get blamed. Why? 

 They're beautiful, flirtatious, dangerously clever queen bees, and they're always ready to 

 call out their fellow students. But they've never faced a bigger threat than surviving senior 

 year, when Mr. Sandman, a famous, never-caught serial killer emerges from a long 

 retirement-and his hunting ground is their school Queer Club. As evidence and bodies begin 

 piling up and suspicion points at Dearie and Cole, they will need to do whatever it takes to 

 unmask the real killer before they and the rest of Queer Club are taken down. But they're not getting away from the 

 killer without a fight. Along the way, they must confront dark truths hidden beneath the surface of their small desert 

 community. When the world is stacked against them and every flop they know is a suspect, can Dearie and Cole stop 

 Mr. Sandman's rampage? Or will their lonely nights soon be over." 


