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Book & Author Information
Teen conservationists Semi, Miranda, and Arnie board a plane bound for the Ecuadorian rainforest. As part of a prize-winning team gathered by the TV show Planet Savers, they begin an amazing hands-on ecology experience. But their trip-of-a-lifetime quickly becomes a fight for survival as they find themselves on a remote island, the only survivors of a devastating plane crash. And this is no ordinary island - it is the home of a mad scientist, anxious for subjects for his ghastly experiments. Unfortunately for Semi, Miranda, and Arnie, the three teens are the perfect candidates for his interspecies tests.
Awards for the book:
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· Maryland's Black-Eyed Susan Children's Book List, 2004
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The author's official websites, with a blog and information about her life and writing:

· Ann Halam Website 

· Gwyneth Jones
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Read-Alikes & Movies
Other YA books by the author include:
· Siberia
· Taylor Five
· The Daymaker
· Transformers
Fiction read-alikes 

· Ender's Game by Orson Scott Card

· Blade Runner : (Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep) by Philip K. Dick

· The Ear, the Eye, and the Arm by Nancy Farmer

· The House of the Scorpion by Nancy Farmer

· Double Identity by Margaret Peterson Haddix

· Double Star by Robert A. Heinlein

· Point Blank by Anthony Horowitz (part of the Alex Rider adventure series)

· Invitation to the Game by Monica Hughes

· Maximum Ride: the Angel Experiment by James Patterson (series includes: School's Out - Forever and Saving the World and Other Extreme Sports)

· Fourth World by Kate Thompson (sequel: Only Human)

· The Island of Doctor Moreau by H. G. Wells

· The War of the Worlds by H. G. Wells

· Double Helix by Nancy Werlin

· Peeps by Scott Westerfeld (sequel: The Last Days)

· Uglies by Scott Westerfeld (series includes: Pretties, Specials, and Extras)

Nonfiction read-alikes
· Bioethics : Who Lives, Who Dies, and Who Decides? by Linda Jacobs Altman

· Brand New Bird : How Two Amateur Scientists Created the First Genetically Engineered Animal by Tim Birdhead

· Mendel in the Kitchen : a Scientist's View of Genetically Modified Foods by Nina Fedoroff

· Medicine's Brave New World : Bioengineering and the New Genetics by Margaret O. Hyde

· Stem Cell Research : Medical Applications and Ethical Controversy by Joseph Panno

· DNA & Genetic Engineering by Robert Snedden

· Genetic Engineering by James D. Torr (Current Controversies)

· Biomedical Ethics by Viqi Wagner

· High-Tech Babies : the Debate over Assisted Reproductive Technology by Kathleen Winkler

Related films
· The Fly (1958)

· The House of Frankenstein (1944)

· Island of Lost Souls (1933)

· The Island of Dr. Moreau (1977)

· Jurassic Park (1993)

· Lord of the Flies (1963)

· Planet of the Apes (1968)

· Mysterious Island (1961)

· Metropolis (1927, silent) (2001, anime)

· The Nutty Professor (1996)

· Young Frankenstein (1974)

Discussion Questions
Dr. Franklin's Island is available as a Readers Circle paperback.

Many of the following questions have been taken from the Random House Readers Guide.

1. During the plane ride, Semi has suspicions that something might be wrong. What do you think she suspects?

2. At the start of the book, Semi looks around at the people she is about to spend three weeks with in the Ecuadorian rain forest and on the Galapagos Islands. She makes judgments based on the way they look, and she stereotypes them. In your experience, how accurate are first impressions?

3. After the crash, the group tries to piece together exactly what happened. They soon find, though, that their stories do not match up. Semi says, "Miranda, who had been sitting next to me, did not remember what I had remembered. It seemed as if we'd been in two different plane crashes" (15). What do the variations among Semi's, Arnie's, and Miranda's recollections say about the reliability of eyewitness accounts? Talk about a time you shared an experience with someone else and each of you was sure your own description of the event was true - but your descriptions were totally different.

4. Why do you think the plane crashed?

5. As they try to get their bearings after the crash, Miranda and Arnie argue about how to proceed. He wants to explore and look for help, while she insists that they set up camp and stay close to the wreck so Search and Rescue can find them. Who do you think has the correct approach? 

6. Miranda possesses many wilderness survival skills. What skills do you have? Would you have been able to survive on the island?

7. Do you find Semi, Miranda, and Arnie's methods of survival on the island believable? Why or why not?

8. Referring to transgenic experiments, Dr. Skinner says, "We've had plenty of losses. And some survive in very twisted forms. But our goal is to take humanity beyond all the limits. Of course there's a price to pay" (72). What is the price Dr. Skinner refers to? Contemporary scientists continually debate the ethics of experimental research. How do we decide what is moral and immoral when it comes to scientific experimentation? Discuss human cloning and other scientific possibilities you've heard about.

9. Animal rights advocates have assailed drug companies for using animals in the development of new pharmaceuticals. They claim that subjecting animals to the pain and suffering that testing can cause is cruel. The drug companies contend that it is necessary for the betterment of mankind. What do you think? Is experimenting on animals an acceptable price to pay if it may lead to a drug that can cure a disease?

10. Dr. Skinner tells Semi and Miranda that Dr. Franklin is "a genius. He's crazy, but he is a genius" (75). The character of the mad scientist has been seen often in literature. How do you view scientists? Do you trust them? Do you see them the same way that Semi sees Dr. Franklin? Are there real-life Dr. Franklins? Do you consider Dr. Franklin a genius? Do you think that Dr. Franklin believes he is doing something good for humanity?

11. The people that live on the island are very loyal to Dr. Franklin. Do you think they know the full extent of his work?

12. All three captives can visit what Semi calls "the white place" (79). In the white place, Miranda's anger causes a change in the environment. Why do you think this is?

13. Semi, Miranda, and Arnie are three very different people. Could any of them be your friend? With which one(s) would you rather be stranded on a desert island? Why?

14. "So, which do you want to be?" she whispered. "Fish or bird? . . . Do you want the freedom of the ocean? Or the sky?"
. . ."I'd rather be the fish, if I have to be one or the other."
"Good," said Miranda cheerfully. "Because I've always wanted to be able to fly. . . . I think I fancy being a hyacinth macaw."
. . . "I want to be a shark," I said firmly. "A great big great white shark, and I'll bite Skinner's bum." (92)
Do you think the story would have been different if Dr. Franklin had transformed Semi into a bird and Miranda into a fish? What animal would you want to be?

15. Once they are transformed physically, Miranda and Semi begin to change psychologically. How do they change? Are you surprised by how happy they are? What aspects of Semi and Miranda's personalities enabled them to adapt to their animal forms?

16. Dr. Franklin says, "But what kind of mind is in there? . . . Remember, she may be intelligent, she may be very intelligent, but she isn't human anymore" (183). How right, or wrong, do you think this statement is?

17. Friendship is one of the themes of Dr. Franklin's Island. Semi and Miranda might never have become friends if not for the plane crash. And it isn't until their morale is at its lowest and they feel utterly defeated that they become true friends, rather than just allies. Discuss the way Semi and Miranda's relationship develops. Does it resemble any of your friendships?

18. "I know that we can transform again. I believe it will happen, some way, somehow" (247). When you read this coda, do you foresee a sequel to the story? What do you think would happen in a sequel?

19. Plastic surgery and other optional surgeries and procedures are becoming increasingly common. If transgenetic procedures became available, would you try it? Why? What if the procedure was NOT reversible?

20. Do you think someone like Dr. Franklin could exist in the future? Do you think anyone like him exists in the present?

Related Resources
The Environmental Protection Agency Student Center includes information about the environment and conservation and provides suggested activities.

Environmental Ethics Directory compiled by Prof. Ron Epstein.

Glofish, the First GM Animal Commercialized: Profits and Controversy.

Programming & Contest Ideas
Host a film festival and serve snacks that relate to a theme from the book. Discuss how the films relate to Dr. Franklin's Island or other read-alikes.

Create a "planet savers" team for the library. Teens can create their own "planet savers" t-shirts using fabric markers to be worn during "green" activities and projects, such as picking up litter, promoting recycling, or planting a tree. Such a program can be coordinated with school or community organizations, as well.

Throw an island-themed party - play games, create crafts, share snacks! Games can include limbo, musical beach towels (instead of chairs), and a hula hoop contest (who can hoop the longest?!). Crafts can include photo frames made with sea shells, lei making, and tie-dying t-shirts. (Also, Oriental Trading has a variety of themed decorations.)

Host a Library Survivor Scavenger Hunt. An outline and instructions can be found on Rosemary Honnold's "See YA Around: Library Programming for Teens" website.

Create a message-in-a-bottle time capsule. Have teens write a letter to themselves to be opened in a certain amount of time - months or years. Use small plastic bottles and fill with sand, shells, and the letter.

Conduct a science fiction creative writing contest. Compile entries and publish them in a booklet or on your library's website.

Have teens design their own genetically-modified organism and present it through any medium: sculpture, video, picture, written story, etc. Discuss how and why they chose to create these organisms.

Host a library science fair! Set a time that teens can show off their science experiments to an audience. If possible, collaborate with science teachers at local middle and high schools. Display science fair books from your library's collection.

Have teens adapt Dr. Franklin's Island for film by creating a story board. It could be an animated or live action work.

Hold a contest for teens to create an advertisement for Dr. Franklin's Island that "sells" the book to other teens. Display the ads around the library and/or on the library's website. Conduct a program to help show teens how to create podcasts or video advertisements.

Have teens imagine themselves transformed through transgenetics. After they decide what animal they choose as their hybrid, have them create a new self-portrait, a comic/graphic novel, or short story describing their new life and adventures in words and pictures.
