Minutes for NJLA Public Relations Committee Meeting
Date:
 4 February 2009
Attending in person:  Susan Briant, Kate Vasilik, Linda Devlin, Mary Beth Fine, Lina Belkewitch and Jennifer Konopacki (chair)

Virtually:  Kathy Dempsey and Carolyn Wood (vice-chair)


Guest:  Peggy Cadigan – NJSL

Introduction of committee members - 
Discussion of “green” bag campaign – Carolyn advised 8095 bags were sold to 33 different libraries.  Carolyn also wants to extend special thanks to Heidi Cramer, Roz Pelcyger and Linda Devlin for their work on this effort as well as Liz Ward from Janway.

Carolyn wanted to express KUDOS to Nancy Dowd and Kathy Dempsey for executing a fun and information-packed Marketing Boot camp experience.

Peggy Cadigan (NJSL) discussed Snapshot – One Day in the Life of NJ Libraries.

In an effort to illustrate the myriad of wonderful things happening in our libraries every day, all NJ libraries should collect statistical information for Thursday 19 February.  NJLA in conjunction with NJSL will collate this information and deliver it to the Governor.  The state budget will be announced on 10 March 2009 and the plan is to get this information to the governor before that date. 

Peggy advised she will send more information on the survey to our committee so we can provide feedback for her group. 

Please spread the word about this survey, this is a very powerful message and I’m sure the goal is 100% participation.

If you have any further questions, you can contact Peggy directly at the state library.

One message from Nancy Dowd…

The workshops have been scheduled for libraries that have signed up for the campaign during February through April to help them learn how to tell a compelling story. I'm looking for volunteers if anyone would like to help me with the next series of workshops that will teach people how to create a digital story. They will be held in 
April and May. If they can make a PowerPoint presentation they are 
qualified. If anyone is interested please have them email me. Thanks- Nancy
    ndowd@njstatelib.org
Conference programs set 

  Peggy Barber will do a preconference – Marketing as a Team Sport and one conference program co-sponsored with NJLA Ref Section – What’s a Database Anyway?

  Pop Goes the Library – co-sponsor with YA Section 

At Peg’s suggestion and having been advised by Pat Tumulty to bring to our group, the NJLA PR Committee will be organizing an effort to collect canvas bags particularly bags vendor bags typically acquired while attending conferences as well as food.  Kate Vasilik will write a message we will send to the NJLA Listserv as well as the Region Listservs explaining and asking our colleagues to bring these items to the conference.  Kate will also coordinate the Committees efforts in assisting with the drop off of items at the Monmouth County Food Bank.   

Recap and discussion  - goals and objectives for this year and beyond…

After some discussion among the group, it was decided that it was too late to put together an organized and effective campaign for National Library Week in April.  

We will ask Nancy Dowd to send out emails giving instruction and information on press releases for National Library Week.  As part of the NJLA PR Committee last year, Nancy sent out these emails last year to the NJLA Listserv and Region ListServs.

We will concentrate our efforts on September – Library Card Sign Up Month.
ALA describes a library card as the “most important school supply”.

This is what we worked out so far…
The Subcommittee on the NJLA PR WIKI will work on resources to support Library Card Sign Up month along with other general PR resources.  The subcommittee is scheduled to meet next week. 

Committee members should brainstorm/find/make-up PR/marketing/program/etc ideas to support Library Card Sign Up Month.  Our plan is to send out monthly e-missives to the listservs with ideas that librarians can use for this project.  If an idea is particularly targeted at a certain group of librarians we can also send to specific NJLA section listservs like Childrens, Young Adult and Reference.

Further, perhaps we can do another “green bag” opportunity or something similar to enhance these efforts.

Next meeting date – 
Wednesday 18 March at CJRLC – Freehold

No snow date   - we are taking our chances 2 days before the first day of Spring
The equipment seems to be fixed therefore committee members may participate via conference call. 

Adjourn

