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Outline

 Authority Control
 What 

 Why

 MARC 21 Authority Record
 Record structure

 New elements used in RDA environment

 FRAD and RDA 

 Performing authority control 
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Authority Control

 Process of establishing a recognized form for an 
entity and using that form as an access point 
throughout the catalog.
e.g. 

Rowling, J. K.

King, Stephen, 1947-

Library of Congress, “What is a marc record, and why is it important?” (http://www.loc.gov/marc/uma/pt1-
7.html) Accessed 3/28/15
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Characteristics of Authority Control

 Consistency – Different forms of same name used in 
books will be given one form in the catalog

 Cross references – lead users to established 
headings and related headings 

 Collocation – Records with the same access points 
will be retrieved which helps locate relevant 
resources

 Without authority control, finding relevant materials 
will be difficult.
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Consistency & Collocation

Title 1 
Rowling, J. K.

Title 2  
Rowling, J. K.

Title 3 
Rowling, J. K.

Title 4 
Rowling, J. K.

Index

Title 5
Rowling, Joanne K.

OPAC Search 
Results for 
Rowling, J. K. :
Title 1
Title 2
Title 3
Title 4
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Cross References
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Cross References
7

Authority Control Can Help

 Collocate works by same author using variant forms of 
names

J. K. Rowling; Joanne K. Rowling; Jo Rowling

 Distinguish different authors with same name 
Stephen King, 1930-2006   (marketing professor)
Stephen King, 1947- (novelist)

 Collocate same work with different titles 
Rowling, J. K.   Harry Potter and the philosopher’s stone

Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s stone
Harry Potter y la piedra filosofal
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Authority Control Can Help

 Distinguish different works with same title
Piano concerto no.1 / by Mozart

Piano concerto no.1 / by Beethoven

 Collocate various resources in same topic 
Works about economics 
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OPAC Record Controlled Access Points 
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Collocate works by same author using 
variant forms of names

11

Collocate same work with different titles 
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Authority Files Supports Authority Control

 Files of authority records
 Authority function: support consistency of 

headings
 Finding function: provide links from variants and 

other authorized headings
 Information function: show usage and scope of 

headings
 Maintenance function: support manual and 

automatic error detection and correction

Block, Rick J. 1999. “Authority Control: What It Is and Why It Matters.” 
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Authority Control Behind the Scenes

 Standardized form of names and subjects constructed 
and stored in authority records 

 Authority records created following content standards 
(e.g. RDA) and data standards (e.g. MARC 21)

 Needs ongoing effort to keep up with information 
changes

 Provides linkage between authority files and 
bibliographic records 

Library of Congress, “What is a marc record, and why is it important?” (http://www.loc.gov/marc/uma/pt1-
7.html) Accessed 3/28/15
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Local System with Authority Control Function

15

Authority Control File

Includes: 
Name authority file (NAF)

Uniform title/Series authority (included in NAF)

Subject authority file (SAF)
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Authority Record

 Three basic components:
1) Headings – standardized, "authoritative" form of a 
name, subject, or title 

2) Cross references – contain variant forms of a name or 
subject 

3) Notes - general information

17

Authority Record (public view)

Heading

Cross references

Notes

18



4/22/2015

10

Authority Record in MARC

Heading

Cross References

Notes
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MARC 21 Authority Record

 Leader

 Fixed fields

 Variable fields
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MARC 21 Authority Controlled Headings
23

RDA and Authority Control 

 Resource Description and Access

 Resources Access – establish and maintain consistent 
access points in bibliographic and authority records 
to help find resources

 RDA authority tasks based on the FRAD Model

 Aim to support four user tasks

Access 
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FRAD
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 Functional Requirements for Authority Data
 Focus  on FRBR Group 2 entities and relationships 

 Relationships between 

 Person/corporate body/family  (G2)         and

Work/Expression/Manifestation/Item (G1)

 Person/corporate body/family responsible for:

 Intellectual and artistic creation of a work

 Production and distribution of a manifestation

 Ownership of an item

FRAD User Tasks

 Find: Find an entity or set of entities 
corresponding to stated criteria;

 Identify: Identify an entity;

 Contextualize: Place a person, corporate body, 
work, etc. in context;

 Justify: Document the authority record creator’s 
reason for choosing the name or form of name on 
which an access point is based.
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MARC 21 Authority Record

 Before and after RDA
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Pre-RDA Authority Record
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RDA Authority Record
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New Commonly used MARC Fields for RDA
(Attributes of entities)

046 - Special Coded Dates

370 - Associated Place

371 - Address

372 - Field of Activity

373 - Associated Group

374 - Occupation

375 – Gender

 Fulfilling FRAD task – Identify

31

RDA Rules for Authority Data (Ch. 9-12)
32
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Chapter 9 and 11
33

Dates

 Many date attributes in RDA
 Persons

9.3.2  Date of Birth
9.3.3  Date of Death
9.3.4  Period of Activity of the Person

 Families
10.4  Date Associated with the Family

 Corporate Bodies
11.4.2  Date of Conference, Etc.
11.4.3  Date of Establishment
11.4.4  Date of Termination
11.4.5  Period of Activity of the Corporate Body
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Dates

 Works and Expressions

6.4  Date of Work

6.10  Date of Expression

6.20.2  Date of Promulgation of a Law, Etc.

6.20.3  Date of a Treaty

6.24  Date of Expression of a Religious Work

35

046 - Special Coded Dates (Incorporating Rules into 
MARC Fields)

 Subfields

$f - Birth date (NR)

$g - Death date (NR)

$k - Beginning or single date created (NR)

$l - Ending date created (NR)

$o - Single or starting date for aggregated content (NR)

$p - Ending date for aggregated content (NR)

$s - Start period (NR)

$t - End period (NR)

$u - Uniform Resource Identifier (R)

$v - Source of information (R)

$2 - Source of date scheme (NR)

36



4/22/2015

19

FRAD Relationships 

Relationships between entities 
 Fulfilling FRAD task - contextualize
 Personal, corporate names

 John Lennon: a member of Beatles
 Stephen King has a pen name: Richard Bachman
 The College of New Jersey previously called: Trenton 

State College

37
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Authority data fulfilling “Justify”
40



4/22/2015

21

Authority Checking Tasks

 Process of verifying/maintaining consistency of 
access points

For example, on OCLC
 Examining bibliographic record on OCLC
 Verify controlled access points 
 Check uncontrolled access points
 Confirm/accept/modify access points in local

bibliographic records

41

Controlled Fields on OCLC
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Uncontrolled Fields on OCLC

43
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OCLC Authority Record
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What have we learned about Authority 
Control

 Critical (helps retrieval; brings precision to 
searches)

 Takes time 

 Needs training

 Needs to follow standards 

 Needs frequent maintenance

 Changes in authority records should reflect in 
bibliographic records
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What can you do?

 Clean your bibliographic database if possible

 Begin to incorporate authority checking into 
cataloging workflow

 Only need to focus on non-LC/non-pcc records

 Strongly encouraged: Join NACO and help create 
authority records for the cataloging community 
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Thank You!

weng@tcnj.edu51


