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Book & Author Information
Fourteen-year-old Junior wants more from life than to epitomize the stereotype of a Native American on the Spokane Indian Reservation, so he tells his family that he wants to enroll at a school off the reservation, known locally as the rez. The story follows Junior as he attempts to make his way through daily life as an outsider at his new school, while also struggling to maintain his traditional role as a member of the rez. With touching authenticity, this story absolutely, truly relates to teens from all walks of life.

Sherman Alexie grew up on the Spokane Indian Reservation in Wellpinit, Washington. He overcame challenges in his early life, including brain surgery at the age of six months, seizures, and predictions of mental retardation. Proving the doctors wrong, he began reading at the age of three, creating a new round of problems for the young Sherman Alexie as he was soon ostracized by his peers. Like Junior, Mr. Alexie attended high school off the reservation and became a great basketball player. Although he planned to be a doctor, Alexie kept fainting in class and switched his studies to poetry. His publications are wide and varied, including adult novels, poetry, and screenplays. In addition to his writing prowess, Mr. Alexie has performed as a stand-up comic, provided political commentary, and received acclaim for his work on the film Smoke Signals. His latest work is a collection of poems entitled Face. Sherman Alexie lives in Seattle with his wife and two sons. 

Mr. Alexie's website and blog: www.shermanalexie.com
Awards & Honors for The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian:
2009 Odyssey Award for audio version, produced by Recorded Books, LLC
2008 Washington Book Award: Scandiuzzi Children's Book Award for middle grades & YA 
2008 Boston Globe-Horn Book Awards for Excellence in Children's Literature in Fiction 
2008 Capitol Choices Noteworthy Books for Children
2008 Book Sense Book of the Year Children's Literature Honor Book
2008 Pacific Northwest Book Award 
2008 American Indian Library Association American Indian Youth Literature Award
2007 National Book Award for Young People's Literature 
2007 Los Angeles Times Book Prize Finalist & LA Times Favorite Children's Books of 2007
Horn Book Fanfare Best Books of 2007 
Kirkus Reviews Best Young Adult Books of 2007 
National Parenting Publication Gold Winner 2007 
The New York Times Notable Children's Books of 2007 
Publishers Weekly 2007 Best Books of the Year - Children's Fiction
School Library Journal Best Books of 2007
The Bulletin of the Center for Children's Books Blue Ribbon Winner 
Garden State Teen Book Award Nominee
PEN/Hemingway Award for Best First Book of Fiction
Read-Alikes & DVDs
A sampling of the many books that could be read alongside The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian. Many annotations courtesy of WorldCat.
Basketball Diaries
Tears of a Tiger by Sharon M. Draper
Rob was the basketball star and Andy was his best friend until a fateful night when Andy drives drunk and Rob is killed. Full of guilt and without his best friend, Andy slowly unravels. 

One on One by Tabitha King
Two misfits are drawn together by their love of basketball in this compelling story by the wife of horror author Steven King.

Hoops by Walter Dean Meyers
Lonnie really has a chance to go pro and with the support of his coach Cal, he just might make it. That is, until Cal's old demons come back to haunt him.

Slam! by Walter Dean Meyers
"Slam" Harris knows his basketball skills will get him out of the inner city and help him succeed, but his coach disagrees. Slam needs to learn to be a team player, not just the star.

Ball Don't Lie by Matt de la Pena
Basketball is Sticky's life, but poor choices threaten his dream of becoming a professional player.

Shrink to Fit by Dona Sarkar
Leah is a tall muscular basketball player and her best friend is an itty-bitty cheerleader. If she could just lose weight Leah thinks her jump shot will improve, she'll have a better shot with her crush, and she could please her almost-supermodel mother.

Players by Joyce Sweeny
Corey has always dreamed of winning the basketball championship but when a new teammate reveals his evil side, Corey's dream is in jeopardy.

Black and White by Paul Volponi
Marcus, black, and Eddie, white, are both star basketball players. But when they both commit the same crime, the justice system treats them differently.

Playing without the Ball by Rich Wallace
Feeling abandoned by his parents, Jay finds solace and hope in a community basketball league.

Learning the Game by Kevin Waltman
Nate is on the high school basketball team and joins his teammates in stealing from a local frat house. Wracked with guilt and wanting to clear his brother, who is under suspicion, Nate talks to his teammates about confessing, but they talk him out of it. Will he ultimately do the right thing and lose the friendships he's worked so hard to gain or will he sacrifice his relationship with his troubled brother? 

 

Stories of Native American Life
Slash by Jeannette Armstrong
This story illustrates the life of Slash - as he grows from an unsettled young man to an adult - and his struggles as an Indian in North America.

Lies to Live by Lois Beardslee
With a focus on the Ojibwa Indians, the publisher describes the book as a "series of interdependent tales, reflect[ing] the storyteller's role in interpreting traditional stories for contemporary audiences, while preserving traditions based not in mysticism but in pragmatism."

Code Talkers by Joseph Bruchac
During World War II the marines recruited Navajos to encrypt messages in their Native tongue. This is the story of Ned, a recruit who has spent the previous decade being "educated" in an Anglo boarding school that forbade speaking in his native tongue.

The Way by Joseph Bruchac
Cody LeBeau, who is fatherless and an Abenaki Indian, is the new kid at school and the new target for the bullies, but things begin to change when his uncle comes to town for a martial arts competition and he and Cody begin training together.

Moccasin Thunder : American Indian Stories for Today edited by Lori Marie Carlson
Presents ten short stories about contemporary Native American teens by members of tribes of the United States and Canada, including Louise Erdrich and Joseph Bruchac.

Solar Storms by Linda Hogan
An Indian girl returns home to find her identity. She is Angela Jensen, 17, whose stay in an Indian village in northern Minnesota turns into a depressing lesson in the lot of her people, but also brings self-discovery and love.

Shell Shaker by LeAnne Howe
This novel presents a mystery centered on two murders: that of Choctaw Chief Redford McAlester and the assassination of Red Shoes, an 18th Century Choctaw warrior.

Touching Spirit Bear by Mikaelsen
After committing an act of violence, Cole is sent to Alaska in accordance with Native American Circle Justice. Here he undergoes a transformation that helps him deal with his anger and rage.

Rain is Not My Indian Name by Cynthia Leitich Smith
Tired of staying in seclusion since the death of her best friend, a fourteen-year-old Native American girl takes on a photographic assignment with her local newspaper to cover events at the Native American summer youth camp.

In addition to these titles, there are extended lists of recommended reading on Debbie Reese's blog "American Indians in Children's Literature".

 

Not Fitting In
Speak by Laurie Halse Anderson
A freshman in high school, Miranda is in a self-imposed exile due to her unwillingness to speak. At the heart of her silence is a secret she must come to deal with if she is ever to be part of the world around her again.

Ask Me No Questions by Marina Budhos
Who is more of an outcast than an illegal immigrant family? A family of Muslim immigrants in New York City in the time immediately following 9/11.

The Chocolate War by Robert Cormier
Jerry goes to an all-boys' private school and finds the requirement to sell chocolate objectionable. When he acts on his beliefs and refuses to participate, his whole world is turned upside down and he is caught in the middle of a power struggle.

Just Listen by Sarah Dessen
The end-of-the-year-party was terrible and Annabel doesn't know how to talk to her friends about it. They choose to believe lies and rather than confront them, Annabel takes solace in her music. When she meets Owen, who is just as passionate about music, she begins to come out of isolation and rejoin the world. 

Dark Dude by Oscar Hijuelos
In the 1960s, Rico Fuentes, a pale-skinned Cuban American teenager, abandons drug-infested New York City for the picket fence and apple pie world of Wisconsin, only to discover that he still feels like an outsider and that violent and judgmental people can be found even in the wholesome Midwest.

Ghostgirl by Tonya Hurley
Charlotte has spent the whole summer planning how to be popular instead of invisible. But during her first day of school she chokes on a gummi bear and dies. Then she really is invisible and must face the fact that she no longer belongs among the living.

Playing with Matches by Brian Katcher
Leon wants to date the pretty girl, but he is resigned to existing on the fringes of high school society. The only person less popular than Leon is Melody, whose face is severely scarred from burns. One day, Leon finds Melody genuinely laughing at one of his bad jokes he begins to see beyond her scars. But when the pretty girl finally looks his way, Leon finds he's been playing with fire.

Undercover by Beth Kephardt
Like Cyrano, Elisa is used to going unnoticed except for when she writes love notes for her classmates. But when Elisa finds herself falling for one of the boys she writes notes for, she must decide whether she wants to stay on the outside, or take a risk and join in.

Stoner & Spaz by Ron Koertge
Ben is known as Spaz because of his cerebral palsy and Colleen is known as "stoner" because of her drug abuse. The two strike up an unlikely friendship but Colleen can't kick her drug habit, so Ben must decide whether it's better to stay with Colleen or to do things on his own.

The Disreputable History of Frankie Landau-Banks by E. Lockhart
There are two reasons why Frankie doesn't fit in with her boyfriend's circle of friends: she's smarter than them and she's a girl. In this book, being on the outside is not necessarily a bad thing, but it is what drives Frankie to develop a disreputable history.

Angel by Cliff McNish
Stephanie is an outcast obsessed with angels. Freya is popular but her visions of angels send her to a mental institution. These two fourteen-year-old girls become unlikely friends in this disturbing yet moving novel.

King Dork by Frank Portman
Tom is a high school loser. But when he finds his father's copy of Catcher in the Rye, he believes the book may be the key to changing everything.

Be More Chill by Ned Vizzini
In an attempt to escape his status as a nerd, Jeremy swallows a pill-sized super computer to help him get what he wants. But we all know, life is never that easy.

Defect by Will Weaver
Born with a bizarre physical abnormality, David has always had to hide out. However, when he is given the opportunity to be "normal" he's not sure he will be able to give up what makes him unique.

American Born Chinese by Gene Yang
This graphic novel weaves together three stories about young Chinese Americans who are just trying to fit in.

 

Bullying
Twisted by Laurie Halse Anderson
After finally getting noticed by someone other than school bullies and his ever-angry father, seventeen-year-old Tyler enjoys his tough new reputation and the attentions of a popular girl, but when life starts to go bad again, he must choose between transforming himself or giving in to his destructive thoughts.

Burger Wuss by M. T. Anderson
Hoping to lose his loser image, Anthony plans revenge on a bully, resulting in a war between two competing fast food restaurants, Burger Queen and O'Dermott's.

Kissing the Rain by Kevin Brooks
Fifteen-year-old Moo Nelson, shy, overweight, and bullied by his classmates, finds his life spinning out of control after he witnesses a car chase and a fight that results in a murder.

Whale Talk by Chris Crutcher
TJ has always shunned the athletics establishment at his school. But when he sees the star athlete bullying a mentally challenged classmate for wearing his deceased brother's letter jacket, he asks the boy to help him form a swim team and recruits all of the least popular students.

Buddha Boy by Kathy Koje
Jinsen is teased mercilessly by his classmates because he's different. Although Justin was content to go through high school unnoticed, he cannot stand by as Jinsen is picked on. How hard is it to do the right thing?

Poison Ivy by Amy Goldman Koss
In a government class three popular girls undergo a mock trial for their ruthless bullying of a classmate.

Beckoners by Carrie Mac
When Zoe moves to a new town, she finds the line between victim and tormentor is easily crossed.

Burn by Suzanne Phillips
Bullied constantly during his freshman year in high school, Cameron's anger and isolation grows, leading to deadly consequences.

Bullyville by Francine Prose
After the death of his estranged father in the World Trade Center on 9/11, thirteen-year-old Bart, still struggling with his feelings of guilt, sorrow and loss, wins a scholarship to the local preparatory school and there encounters a vicious bully whose cruelty compounds the aftermath of the tragedy.

Freak Show by James St. James
Billy Bloom is a seventeen-year-old drag queen and he has faced every type of torment imaginable. Rather than accepting his peers' abuse, Billy decides to stand up to their prejudices by running for Homecoming Queen.

 

Other Diaries and Journals
Cringe by Sarah Brown
A compilation of real-life excerpts from diaries, letters, and notes written by teenagers.

Pieces of Georgia by Jennifer Byrant
In journal entries to her mother, a gifted artist who died suddenly, thirteen-year-old Georgia McCoy reveals how her life changes after she receives an anonymous gift membership to a nearby art museum.

Diary of a Teenage Girl series by Melody Carlson
With a slightly Christian slant, Carlson writes a series of novels exploring the turbulence teens face in their daily lives.

Midnight Diary of Zoya Blume by Laura Cunningham
While her adoptive American mother is away, twelve-year-old Zoya confides in her diary her revived fears about the Buka, an old woman who waits in the shadows to snatch children, and confronts some truths about her early childhood in her native Russia.

Alice, I Think by Susan Juby
Fifteen-year-old Alice keeps a diary as she struggles to cope with the embarrassments and trials of family, dating, school, work, small town life, and a serious case of "outcastitis."

Dream Journal by Karen Halvorsen Schreck
Sixteen-year-old Olivia, facing the impending death of her mother from cancer, records her thoughts in a journal as she grapples with the changing behavior of her best friend and her own desire to run away from all of her problems.

Treacherous Love : The Diary of an Anonymous Teenager by Beatrice Sparks
As everything is falling apart around her, fourteen-year-old Jennie's diary becomes her only friend and possibly her only hope of escaping an unhealthy relationship with her math teacher.

IraqiGirl : Diary of a Teenage Girl in Iraq edited by Elizabeth Wrigley-Field
This biography consists of blog entries from a fifteen-year-old girl living in Iraq during 2004-2005. It focuses on the daily life that is left out of most of the news reports and is fairly balanced in perspective.

DVDs
Coach Carter [PG-13]
Coach Carter makes the controversial decision to bench his entire team after they fail to live up to their academic contract.

Hoop Dreams [PG-13]
A documentary of two talented young basketball players and their quest to reach the NBA.

Hoosiers [PG]
A classic David vs. Goliath basketball story.

Love & Basketball [PG-13]
Quincy and Monica meet each other at the age of 11 and both have the dream to be NBA players. Their love/hate relationship lasts into college, where they ultimately split apart. When they meet again, their careers face a crossroads and they showdown against each other on the court. 

Smoke Signals [PG-13]
Based on Alexie's The Lone Ranger and Tonto Fist-Fight in Heaven, this is another view at life on a Spokane reservation.

Discussion Questions
You could incorporate the construction of Native American Crafts or feast on Native American foods to spice up your discussion! 
One Minute Book Reviews
Shmoop
Hachette Book Group Reading Group Guide (download guide)
Related Resources
American Indian Library Association. 
The American Indian Library Association, an affiliate of the American Library Association, is a membership action group that addresses the library-related needs of American Indians and Alaska Natives. The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian was named a 2008 American Indian Youth Literature Award Winner.

American Indians in Children's Literature. 
Debbie Reese, tribally enrolled at Nambe Pueblo in northern New Mexico, is a leading authority on the portrayal of American Indians in children's literature. She is a former school teacher and she's currently an Associate Professor in the University of Illinois' American Indian Studies program. Her blog offers critical perspectives of indigenous peoples in children's books, the school curriculum, popular culture, and society-at-large.

Before You Choose a Visual Arts Career.
Junior is a big cartoonist. If you're thinking about a career in the visual arts, check out About.com's career profiles and reviews of important factors to consider, such as desired lifestyle and financial planning. 

The Center for Cartoon Studies.
Still serious about a career in the arts? Check out this school just for cartooning.

Indian County Diaries.
This PBS resource from Native American Public Telecommunications encourages viewers to "go behind the stereotypes to the reality of life for urban and reservation Native Americans today." This site also provides resources specifically aimed at educators.

Inside Hoops.
Basketball plays an important role in this novel - for enthusiasts and novices alike, it is great to get a sense of the game. Established in 1999, at the dawn of the internet, Inside Hoops has grown to be one of the world's most popular sports sites. Although it primarily covers the NBA, the site provides information on many different leagues, including high school basketball.

National Museum of the American Indian.
Established in 1989, the National Museum of the American Indian is the "first national museum dedicated to the preservation, study, and exhibition of the life, languages, literature, history, and arts of Native Americans." In addition to the main branch in Washington DC, there is a second location in New York City.

Native American Heritage Month.
Did you know November is Native American Heritage Month? Check out audio and video presentations related to Native American history, online exhibitions and more.

Native New Jersey.
Native New Jersey is "a cultural outreach initiative focused on the heritage of the New Jersey region's original people, presented by the New Jersey region's original people," with the goal "to spread awareness and dispel stereotypes and misconceptions about Native American culture through presenting creative and interactive educational programs for children as well as adults."

New Jersey Indian Tribes and Languages.
This website includes a variety of specific information on local Native Americans.

Sherman Alexie's website.
In case you haven't checked out the author section, Sherman Alexie is a prolific individual. His website includes links to information on all his works in various mediums as well as a "Stuff I Like" section and a "Road Trip" section featuring locations with public art related to Mr. Alexie.

Programming & Contest Ideas
Movie & Book Discussions.
Show the movie Smoke Signals. How is it similar or dissimilar to the book? Incorporate a movie viewing into a discussion of Sherman Alexie's writing. Or show an inspirational basketball movie and discuss how sports, competition, and team-playing can help bring people together or tear them apart. Check out the list of DVDs and books on the Read-Alikes page.

Cartooning, Illustration, or Visual Arts Workshop.
Some possible presenters could include:

· Michael Rossi
Our OBNJ poster artist is located in North Jersey and could present a variety of programs from computer illustration demonstrations, creating flipbooks, and basic illustration, drawing, and painting techniques. Contact: the.illustrator.mike@gmail.com.

· Steve Nyman
Mr. Nyman is located in Denville, NJ and he offers a Cartooning and Caricature Workshops, including how to draw political cartoons. Contact: caricaturesbystevenyman@aaacaricatures.com.

· Steve Barr Mr. Barr is a professional cartoonist who offers children's programs to libraries and schools. His experience includes work with gag cartoons, comic strips, storyboards, and character design. Contact: stevebarr0705@drawbooks.com.

Programs could also involve creating a "Comic Slam," where each person draws/writes a panel of a comic and passes it onto the next person in order to create a collaborative comic.

Teach Your Talent.
Invite students and readers to come together to share what they know. Encourage them to learn from each other and try something new! Participants can pair up to learn a new talent (tying a tie? learn to square dance? whistle through your fingers? speak a sentence in another language?) and then each individual can present his or her new talent to the group. Everyone knows something that someone else doesn't.

In Our Own Words.
· Make a collaborative "diary" using a blank journal and have each participant write in it about how they feel different or unique. This could be done anonymously in your library or classroom, and it could be accomplished online or in print. The ongoing or final product could be used to initiate discussion or it could simply remain a quiet place to share ideas.

· Organize a memoir-writing workshop. Invite English or Writing Teachers from local high schools or colleges to present in your library or contact a local published or unpublished writer.

· Audrey O'Neil is located in Atlantic City and one of her jobs is offering editorial consultation to those who wish to develop their manuscripts or who seek feedback. Contact: oneal@turningmemories.com. 

· Roz Reisner is the author of Read On . . . Life Stories : Reading Lists for Every Taste and has presented on adult memoirs for teens at the annual Youth Services Forum. Contact: roz@thereisners.net. 

E-Scraps: Diaries, Journals, Log, and Blogs.
This website provides specific examples and strategies for creating electronic, educational, experiential, and engaging scrapbooks as well as diaries. The words "diary" and "journal" are defined and different formats are described.

Perspective Writing Workshop.
Engage your readers and students in a writing workshop where you offer prompts on writing from a different perspective or ask them to write about the events in The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian from the perspective of a character OTHER THAN Junior.

You can find a variety of writing prompts using some of these links: 

· Journal Writing Prompts.
· Ten Character Diary Entries.
· 50 Creative Writing Prompts.
Sharing a Confined Existence.
Seek out members of your community and invite them to share unique experiences with your teens. Those who have experienced concentration camps, strict religious or cult upbringing, reservations, and other isolated environments can discuss how these experiences can affect the way one lives his life.

· Jayanti Tamm recently spoke at the Youth Services forum about her coming-of-age memoir, Cartwheels in a Sari : Growing Up Cult, about her experience growing up inside a cult in New York City. Contact: info@jayantitamm.com; or for speaking engagements: elavelle@randomhouse.com.

· One by One Speakers Bureau can offer programs that enhance the dialogue among decedents of survivors, perpetrators, bystanders, and resisters of war and genocide. Contact: OnebyOne_Inc@hotmail.com.

Learn from Experience.
Individuals involved with institutions like New Jersey's Straight & Narrow are often willing to speak with teens about drug and alcohol addiction and rehabilitation. Discuss the impact of alcoholism on individuals and families and invite someone to meet with your group and speak from personal experience.

Share Oral History.
Encourage communication among all members of your local community by asking seniors to share their stories with teens. You can create a multi-media production by having teens interview and visually record senior community members and post the information on your website to share with everyone. Team up with a local history librarian, local historian, and the history and technology departments are local schools. For an example, check out the Oral History Project constructed by Franklin Lakes (NJ) Public Library with students at Franklin Avenue Middle School.

Creating Culture.
Read aloud the picture book Weslandia by Paul Flesichman. Provide a wide variety of materials and ask students to create their own cultural artifacts and the story of their culture (real or imagined). Discuss whether or not culture is something that can be created or inherited.

Celebrate Native American Heritage Month.
Did you know November is Native American Heritage Month? Check out audio and video presentations related to Native American history, online exhibitions and more.

Happy Thanksgiving!
Discuss the role of Native cultures in the First Thanksgiving and prepare whatever your community considers a traditional meal. Or have a community feast where you ask each participant to bring a dish from their culture. Use some of the resources provided in the Related Websites portion of this website to guide your discussion.

Famous Native Americans.
Review the life and works of Native Americans and/or Native American Tribes. You can create your own written or artistic pieces mimicking the original style of famous Native Americans, including:

· Fritz Scholder (Artist, Painting)

· Joy Harjo (Poetry)

· Luci Tapahonso (Fiction, Poetry)

· Simon Ortiz (Poetry)

Native New Jersey.
Libraries and schools could request presentations from New Jersey Native Americans. Native New Jersey's programs are "fun and interactive" and they offer educational programs for young people, as well as multi-media presentations for adults, educators, and special needs groups. Some of their programming features

· Pow Wow style dancing

· Traditional Lenape style dancing

· Drumming

· Native Crafts

· Native food

· History lessons

· Cultural awareness training

Requests for large scale presentations or "Mini-Pow Wows" are handled in conjunction with the Nanticoke Lenni-Lenape Tribe's Outreach and Education Initiative.

Traditional Native American Crafts.
The Smithsonian Institution's National Museum of the American Indian offers a lot of resources and instructions for making traditional crafts.

· Beading/Embroidery.

· Free Native American Beadwork Patterns.
Free resource for Native American beading patterns and designs. Dozens of free patterns, many taken extracted from authentic and historic beadwork pieces.

· NativeTech.
Native American technology and art relating to beading and weaving. Includes the use and techniques of glass beading, woven wampum beadwork, Seminole beads, and pendant types.

· Polymer Clay Tutor.
Instructions for how to make a beaded bookmark with polymer clay beads and wire.

· Dreamcatchers.
Dreamcatchers are an authentic American Indian tradition, from the Ojibway (Chippewa) people, who would hang handmade "dream-catchers" as a charm to protect sleeping children from nightmares.

· TeachersFirst.com. 

· NativeTech.
· Squidoo. - with video!
· CD Dreamcatchers.
· Mask-Making.

Masks were important to Native American people. Discuss their importance and create your own masks complete with a story of its history and importance.

· Paper Masks.
This website for kids provides a large array of printable cut-out masks that can be colored or painted.

· Paper Mache Masks.
· Clay Masks.
· Plaster Masks.
· Dollmaking.

Using the Smithsonian guide, Native American Dolls, available at www.nmai.si.edu/education/files/SiYC_Dolls.pdf, discuss doll-making as part of Native culture. Make your own dolls using whatever material you feel comfortable with. It can be as simple as string dolls or be a more elaborate creation based on the materials available at your local craft store.

· All Crafts.
Provides free dollmaking projects and patterns, including information on making a variety of cloth dolls.

· Incredible @rt Department.
Provides lessons about figurative sculpture and creating wrapped dolls (pictures included).

· Bowl & Dice Game.
Here you can find information about and rules for playing this and other traditional games, or you can play online!

· Quilting.

Use the NMAI's teacher guide, To Honor and Comfort Native American Quilting Traditions, to host a discussion and craft program where you discuss the role of quilting in the community. Some free quilt blocks are available in this guide, and also here.

· Compare and contrast to African American quilting traditions, particularly those relating to the Underground Railroad.

· Invite a local quilter to demonstrate different kinds of quilts and to talk about how quilts are made.

· Find some simple quilt patterns with books like Creative Quilting with Kids by Maggie Ball or Kids Start Quilting with Alex Anderson.

· Create a community quilt with one teen librarian's suggestions:

· Choose a simple pattern. Consider a nine-patch or even a four-patch. Choose the size of the quilt block (most common are 9", 10" or 12"). 

· Give everyone in the group a copy of the pattern along with written instructions. 

· Have each person make one block and then sew them together. Note: Everyone sews differently and even if you give everyone the same pattern, the finished blocks will be different sizes. You will have to check each block and size to make the quilt work. 

· Check out books like Kids Quilt Together : The ABC's of Group Quilts by Kathy Emmel or Community Quilts : How to Organize, Design, and Make a Group Quilt by Karol Kavaya & Vicki Skemp 

· Create a quilt for charity.

· Project Linus.
· Quilts of Valor.
· Quilting for a Good Cause.
· Quilts for Peace.
· Snuggles Projects (for animals).
· Wrap Them In Love. 
The 2010 OBNJ Committee would like to thank the YA Section of the New Jersey Library Association as well as various wonderful librarians across the country (via listservs) who offered programming suggestions to be used with The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian.

