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PRESS RELEASE 

SIGN UP FOR THE SMARTEST CARD 
AT [NAME OF YOUR LIBRARY]
September is National Library Card Signup Month
[TOWN/CITY] – [Name of library] wants to make sure that everyone in [name of town] has the smartest card of all – a library card.
September is Library Card Signup Month, a time when the [name of library] joins with the American Library Association and libraries nationwide to make sure that everyone has a free library card. Today’s libraries offer a world of information and learning for all ages and stages. 
Studies have shown that children who are read to in the home and who use the library perform better in school. 

“Our library provides access and programs for students of all ages,” says [name and title of your library spokesperson]. “For preschool age children we offer early literacy and lap sit storytimes to encourage school readiness, for older children and teens we supplement education with hands-on science, technology, engineering, arts and math (STEAM ) programs and innovative makerspaces, and for older teens we have information and tools to help prepare for college and mentoring programs.”
Anyone can turn to the library for materials, programs and knowledgeable library staff that support academic achievement and professional goals. [Give examples of programs and resources at your library – ESL classes, job search help, small business networking.]
Today’s libraries aren’t just a place of quiet study, but also creative and engaging community centers where members of the community can collaborate using new technologies, enjoy music and film programs, or just relax with peers. 
“Library cards are a great way to connect with your community,” said James Keehbler, president of the New Jersey Library Association. “New Jersey libraries are partnering with schools, local businesses and community groups to offer innovative programming and resources. Getting a card is easy, and you’ll be able to take advantage of all your local library has to offer.”
[Describe your library’s requirements to get a library card. Be sure to mention if students, people who work in town, or others are eligible for cards.]

Throughout the course of the month, the library will host a number of activities, including [describe Library Card Sign-up Month activities here]. 
Observed since 1987, Library Card Sign-up Month is an annual celebration where the New Jersey Library Association (NJLA), the American Library Association (ALA) and libraries across the country remind people to sign up, renew, or use their library cards.


For more information and to take part in the fun, visit the [name of library] at [address], call [phone number] or visit the library online at [provide URL].  

# # #

About [name of library]

[Put a few lines about your library, its mission and the website here.]
